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Abstract

This article aims to conduct an in-depth examination of two core spiritual forms in Platonic philos-
ophy—the knowledge of the ultimate good (Episteme) upon which the “philosopher-king” relies and
the “knowledge of ignorance” (Aporia) adhered to by Socrates—focusing on the intrinsic tension

XEGIF: Btk B, ESCEES: Mt B 5 2], 2k, 2026, 15(6): 201-207.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.156287


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.156287
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.156287
https://www.hanspub.org/

IR

and profound complementary relationship between them. The paper does not treat them as theo-
retical ruptures but rather reveals their dialectical unity as “theoretical reason” and “practical wis-
dom” demonstrated by the philosopher when confronting transcendental ideals and the realities
of the polis. On this basis, the Republic establishes a metaphysical foundation through the “Form of
the Good”, constructing a fundamental explanatory framework for justice, indicating that the legit-
imacy of justice does not stem from contracts or coercive power but from the purposive structure
inherent in the very order of existence. However, this perfect theoretical construct encounters se-
vere challenges in practical politics; Apology of Socrates profoundly reveals the conflict between
philosophical reflection and public morality, as well as the eternal tension between philosophical
critique and the law of the polis. Research shows that from the rational construction of the “Form
of the Good” to the pragmatic defense of the “knowledge of ignorance”, Platonic philosophy demon-
strates the complex dialectical relationship between the philosopher and the polis, one that seeks
unity yet is full of tension. In the contemporary context of rampant instrumental rationality and
plural values, re-examining Plato’s political philosophy provides important theoretical insights
into understanding the boundaries of the freedom of soul-reflection and reconstructing ethical
norms for public life.
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