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Abstract

The “alienated labor” theory constitutes the core framework of Marx’s Economic and Philosophic
Manuscripts of 1844. While retaining general characteristics of alienation theory, it also embodies
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Marx’s distinctive insights into humanity, human society, and social-historical development during
this period. As Marx’s first comprehensive work integrating philosophy, political economy, and
communist theory, the manuscript centers on the “alienated labor” theory to coordinate reflections
across three dimensions: first, examining the causes and foundations of workers’ alienated labor
from a political-economic perspective; second, exploring the relationship between alienated labor
and human essence through a philosophical-humanistic lens; third, elucidating the interconnec-
tions among alienated labor, private property, and communism—a system that not only abolishes
private ownership but also signifies the restoration of human essence.
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