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Abstract

Laozi does not exclude the idea of “compassionate love” (ci’ai). An examination of the meanings of
“love” (ai) and “compassion” (ci) in the Guodian bamboo slip manuscripts and the received text re-
veals that “love” signifies cherishing both the self and the world, with its negative effects arising
from excessiveness rather than love itself. “Compassion”, as the foremost of the “three treasures”,
embodies “frugal love” (se’ai)—loving without interfering and following spontaneity. Unlike the
Confucian notion of benevolent love, which expands from kinship, Laozi’s compassionate love is
grounded in the Dao’s principle of “giving life without possessing” and represents an undifferenti-
ated form of care.
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