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Abstract

Throughout the history of human thought, philosophers have never ceased to reflect on and explore
the question of humanity. Philosophers prior to Feuerbach offered a variety of answers, which,
though grounded in reason, ultimately remained confined to the concept of “abstract humanity”. Feu-
erbach’s conception of human essence represented a major breakthrough in the theoretical study of
this issue; it became a significant source of Marx’s philosophical thought and exerted a profound in-
fluence on the establishment of Marx’s philosophical system. In his Theses on Feuerbach (hereinafter
referred to as the Theses), Marx, for the first time, grounded his exploration of humanity and human
essence in practice, thereby scientifically resolving the question of humanity and bringing about an
epoch-making transformation in the understanding of human essence.
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