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Abstract

As the founder of positivist philosophy and the founding figure of sociology as a discipline, Auguste
Comte, against the backdrop of social upheaval and the rise of industrial civilization in nineteenth-
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century France, proposed a systematic doctrine centered on the study of society through scientific
methods. This article systematically expounds the whole picture of Comte’s sociological thought from
three levels: the methodological foundations of positivist philosophy, the structural analysis of social
statics and social dynamics, and the internal paradoxes of the path toward a science of society. It
further highlights the inherent limitations of his thought, including its deterministic tendencies,
utopian elements, and Eurocentrism. On this basis, the article extends Comte’s theoretical frame-
work to the context of contemporary digital society, reassessing the validity and limits of his posi-
tivist spirit and organicism in the present era by addressing issues such as the governance dilem-
mas of artificial intelligence, the failure of integration within online communities, and the fragmen-
tation of the value of “order and progress”. Comte’s true legacy is not a set of concrete operational
procedures, but rather a theoretical attitude that regards society as an intelligible whole and con-
tinuously asks how its integration is possible. This attitude remains an indispensable intellectual
thread in post-positivist turns, risk society theories, and contemporary discussions of digital gov-
ernance.
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