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Abstract

Kant termed his philosophy “critical philosophy”, and its most crucial aspect lies in the introduc-
tion of the concept of the thing-in-itself, which runs through his entire philosophical system. In
Kant’s philosophy, the “thing-in-itself’ has long been one of the most hotly debated concepts, and
opinions on how to understand and evaluate it remain divided to this day. Clarifying the meaning
of this concept is of great significance for grasping a range of issues in Kant’s philosophy, including
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epistemology and agnosticism. Several philosophers who followed him attempted to find a way to
dissolve the “thing-in-itself”, striving to establish a logically coherent, undivided, and consistent
philosophical system. Against this philosophical backdrop, this paper seeks to restore the original
meaning of the “thing-in-itself’ within Kant’s philosophical system; furthermore, by examining the
critiques of the thing-in-itself offered by various philosophers, it demonstrates that Kant’s “thing-
in-itself” cannot be easily dismissed, and highlights the pivotal significance of this concept in the
history of philosophy.
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