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Abstract

This article examines the Zhuangzi’s depictions of deformed persons in order to investigate the for-
mation of the notion of the “normative body” and the philosophical critique directed at it. Within
the context of pre-Qin conceptions of the body and ritual-legal order, it analyzes such figures as
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Wang Tai, Shentu Jia, Shushan Wuzhi, Ai Taituo, and Zhili Shu in the “De Chong Fu” and “Renjian Shi”,
showing how bodily wholeness, ritually proper deportment, and social utility came to constitute the
standards by which bodies were evaluated. The “De Chong Fu” dismantles the worldly inference that
“virtue is determined by bodily form” through its juxtaposition of mutilated bodies, ugly appear-
ances, and fullness of virtue; the “Renjian Shi”, by contrast, takes Zhili Shu as an example to show
that the so-called “normative body” also involves a bodily form available for mobilization by corvée
labor, social division of labor, and the broader social order. It thus becomes clear that the Zhuangzi
does not merely defend anomalous bodies; rather, through its deformed figures, it reveals the con-
structed nature of bodily norms and criticizes the social mechanisms that prejudge, allocate, and
position persons on the basis of their bodies.
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