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Abstract

The concept of “ren” in The Analects is the core category of Confucius’ philosophical system, and also
serves as an important theoretical foundation for traditional Chinese philosophy in discussing per-
sonal cultivation, ethical relationships, and social order. Confucius did not define “ren” in a unified
way, but instead endowed it with multiple meanings in different contexts, such as “loving others”,
“self-restraint and returning to propriety”, and “practicing ren by oneself’, making “ren” both ethical

XES|IF: B, GCE. GRIEY SR FHRATD]. Rk, 2026, 15(6): 245-251.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.156294


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.156294
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.156294
https://www.hanspub.org/

FEFEHR, ESCER

norms, personal ideals, and practical wisdom. Current research on “ren” mostly focuses on value
interpretation, with insufficient attention to its modern boundaries of application and intrinsic ten-
sion. Based on this, this article reviews relevant academic research and, through a combination of
textual analysis and philosophical interpretation, explores the philosophical connotations, funda-
mental characteristics, and practical significance of “ren” in the Analects, further analyzing the ten-
sion between “love of difference” and universal ethical principles, the thought of “rule by virtue”
and modern legal order. Research suggests that “ren” reflects the unity between inner virtue and
practical norms, individual cultivation and public responsibility, but also faces limitations in its
scope of application and the conditions of the times. Re-examining “ren” helps deepen understand-
ing of traditional Chinese philosophy and provides intellectual resources for modern ethical discus-
sions.
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