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Abstract

The inquiry into the goodness and evil of human nature is an eternal topic across history and civiliza-
tions. Traditional Chinese society takes the theory of innate goodness of human nature as the main-
stream, while Western countries regard the theory of innate evil of human nature as the dominant
view. The two sides have provided different answers to how to understand human nature, restrain
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the evil in human nature, and transcend the dichotomy of good and evil. The divergent understand-
ings and choices regarding human nature between Chinese and Western societies affect the develop-
ment of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the present era and will shape the future direction
of human civilization in the long run. Therefore, the issue of human nature is by no means negligible.
From the perspective of historical materialism, this study starts with the definition of human nature,
systematically reviews the evolutionary context and internal tensions of Chinese and Western views
on human nature, critically draws on the strengths of traditional Chinese culture and Western insti-
tutional civilization, and then proposes a three-dimensional integrated path integrating social norms
(rule oflaw), Confucian moral self-cultivation and Taoist natural authenticity. It aims to transcend the
abstract duality of good and evil and provide a theoretical reference for advancing the free and all-
round development of human beings.
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