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Abstract

In Kant’s critical philosophical system, the “thing-in-itself’ acts as the core nexus connecting
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epistemology and practical philosophy, possessing transcendental characteristics that transcend
sensible intuition and cannot be defined by categories of understanding. Tracing back to the origi-

.

nal texts of pre-Qin Daoism, Laozi’s “Dao” likewise bears transcendent and unperceivable ontologi-
cal attributes, and both concepts serve the theoretical function of linking metaphysical speculation
and mundane practice. Current comparative studies on Kantian philosophy and Daoist thought at
home and abroad generally suffer from limitations such as forcing Chinese ideas into Western in-
terpretive frameworks, insufficient exegesis of original texts, lack of theoretical self-reflection in
cross-category interpretation, and rigid binary opposition between Chinese and Western philoso-
phies. Based on textual exegesis, this paper adopts a parallel comparative approach of problem his-
tory to sort out the theoretical origin and connotation of the “thing-in-itself’ and unpack the multi-
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layered philosophical implications of Laozi’s “Dao”. It cautiously reflects on the interpretive bound-
aries of Western ontological categories, conducts a two-way comparison of their theoretical conver-
gences and conceptual divergences, and clarifies the thinking divides between Chinese and Western
transcendent philosophies. This research aims to advance the modern philosophical interpretation
of traditional Daoist thought and establish an equal and rigorous dialogue framework for Chinese
and Western philosophy.
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