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Abstract

Taking the cosmology of qi transformation in Chinese philosophy as its core perspective, this article
argues that the Twenty-Four Solar Terms are not external time scales artificially constructed by hu-
mans, but rather the temporal-structural unfolding of the inherent rhythms inherent in qi-transfor-
mation cosmology. Based on core philosophical texts from the Pre-Qin and Han dynasties, this study
adopts the methods of close textual analysis and structural analysis to conduct a systematic investi-
gation of the philosophical structure of the Twenty-Four Solar Terms along three dimensions: the gen-
erative mechanism of yin and yang, the ontological connotations of qi-transformative temporality,
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and the temporal foundation of cosmo-ethical isomorphism. It thereby unveils their ontological sig-
nificance as the core carrier of the traditional Chinese generative theory of time.
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