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Abstract

Theses on Feuerbach and The German Ideology mark the construction of the methodological
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foundation of Marx and Engels’ historical science. Centering on “practice”, Theses on Feuerbach com-
pletes the ontological grounding of historical science, providing a philosophical manifesto for it. The
German Ideology, through systematic historical analysis, unfolds this manifesto into a concrete
methodological system. The historical science founded by Marx and Engels, within the dialectical
relationship between nature and history, sublates the dualistic opposition between idealism and
intuitive materialism by means of “sensuous activity”, thereby establishing “historical nature” as
the real starting point. Within the dialectical relationship between the division of labor and forms
of ownership, it reveals the contradictory movement between productive forces and forms of inter-
course, grasping the immanent laws of historical development. Within the dialectical relationship
between nationality and world-historical existence, it analyzes the historical position of com-
munism and the historical mission of the proletariat from the perspective of world history. Marx
and Engels’ historical science not only achieves a scientific understanding of history but also lays
down the general paradigm for philosophical and social scientific research, which takes practice as
its foundation, critique as its method, and the changing of the world as its aim.
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