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Abstract

This paper systematically examines the process of Marx’s critique of Hegel and the Young Hegelians’
idealist view of history, as well as its theoretical and practical significance. Marx conducted his cri-
tique from three dimensions: ideology, history and language. In the ideological dimension, he refuted
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the notion that “ideas rule the world”, pointing out that consciousness is a product of material life
processes, and that changes in ideas do not equate to changes in reality; On the historical dimension,
he criticised the absurdity of idealist historical views such as the theory of incidental factors, the
theory of the leader, and teleology, revealing the decisive role of the material basis—including pro-
ductive forces, capital, and class relations—in historical development; on the linguistic dimension,
he rejected the assertion that “language governs life”, emphasising that language originates from
practical life and advocating that philosophy should return to everyday language. Marx’s critique
profoundly exposed the inherent contradictions of idealist historical views, laying a solid founda-
tion for the establishment of the materialist conception of history. This not only propelled revolu-
tionary changes in the field of philosophy but also provided scientific methodological guidance for
understanding and transforming the real world.
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