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Abstract

In Thomas Hobbes’ theoretical system of Leviathan, “fear” is not merely a simple psychological emo-
tion, but the logical foundation and core driving force for the emergence of moral norms and polit-
ical order. In the state of nature, human beings are constantly in profound fear of violent death due
to mutual suspicion and vigilance, and this existential condition reveals the disorder of human life
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in the absence of a public authority. Nevertheless, driven precisely by this pervasive fear, individu-
als gradually recognize the importance of peace for self-preservation under the guidance of reason,
subsequently discover natural law, and initially establish a moral connection centered on covenants.
To ensure that these covenants, which contradict the natural human passions, actually possess
binding force, individuals alienate their natural rights based on a social contract, establish a sover-
eign with absolute authority, transform the original dispersed natural fear into institutional rever-
ence for Leviathan, and thereby facilitate the actual establishment of justice and social moral order.
The ethical system constructed by Hobbes on the basis of fear breaks away from the transcendent
pursuit of classical virtue ethics to a certain extent, and lays a solid realistic foundation for the min-
imum public ethics of modern society. However, since its moral operation mechanism relies pri-
marily on external coercion and authority deterrence, this ethical system exhibits obvious theoret-
ical limitations in terms of moral autonomy.

Keywords

Hobbes, Leviathan, Fear, Natural Law, Moral Contract, Sovereign

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

1. 5|8

Fo 5 « Z A i (Thomas Hobbes) U J# B 58 & — M & i H A& A QMR B ZK ., T (RlgEH)
LR H — Pl A T AR P A7) 3 ST SO DA R A IR IR NS E - AR BT B — R A M Hd, Bl AR 2 B,
fl R BESRVE T — X UG : FRANBRRA[1]. X B E EAME I AN N A TS 52 335 AR5 i (1) SR
T TR 2] 1 15 g 2 R (Fear) X — U1 76 BN EAEAR R BT B B A 1R H .

KAVIKZEARTX (FIGEIE) BRI K2 E R T 20 AR UL E KR IE S, W
O M AE— PP R I T B 7 P P AR BT AR O BRI . BB« BRES R AR CEAR T EGAR T2
BE T A S — M A A, AT S AT A A S U ) SR A IR AR B, R X R IR SR TR
VITRRE[2], IERIXFhE I R AR IR IK ) 1 IR B SRR o S A 1 1 () 7

B2 MAC TR 1 A B AT S A, RMBAEE AT BT i SCA R 3R R R BA B B2/ a . 524
SCE R B RRS NSO 2 AR, RS N ph B 5 A N BRI B I F 250 ). s
AR BRAE ) 5E SRR R4 F B T AR B, R E IR (Fear)” [1]. IXFont 44 55 (1) 93
JeIWr, RN ST B AR B FE R

FEAT B R AR TE S D) REFETFRE, )2 MO H ARRAS AR RIS TR R T 6 1) . ZEARAS “—1)
A=V Wbk b, B, WAHIES, ARAR AW T 5 50T i B A & fe 7
[1]o AT XFARFEARBFPIRGL, EEE LR BER, (HRAMBE R IXF B IEN, BOvBAEES
TSR —HES) ). ARG HERD R A AT A TR RS R X AR TR RR (3] IXRBEMEANE
ROEah e g, 3 TERMEREES, AN AR, R — 05 o B AR —— R TR
FF JBATE A RE AT

R AN RS AN IR N LE AR M DAAERF RS € ITE AR T o N “Ar SR LA 2 —40E 30 ” [1].
EAGEE T, BARTEMEATE R AT I AR, R RS — AN AR IEFEARL ), B R ZEE”
TEEAL RY SIS R BT : B MR RIS 1) ME DL AR RN, B AR Nt E R 1R 1)
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AR . X — B AR AMERAIERA AT, AT A5 LB 2 I SCSANIE SCRIAEN . B A 7
£ (RIGEH) PN R G IR AR TE 1 0 i AR A FO3E[RRAR, SRS B RS T A LR
TRAIN TRET A RMR, AT SL AP R € I BUA R [4].

ARSCEAEREERINT (M4EIH) hRARRTEET e . I SOR N ERITRA T, ASCRTTL: iR
ERAE T “ AT KIIRBN 7 A AL OB AR ) E SRR ? XA T R R A S B AR D x A
NHPEETE? JF H S RBARE B ERR e 1 S A ORBER ,  IXAE A B EE M AE A DR A 2 R BRI, 3T
25 T A 5 AL SEA AR PR 2 B X X8 il AU Bl 2, FRATTAERE IR A B A T AR B 2, 38
REJY AL ARBA AR 2 AUy . BTE A IR  DG IR PR A A P AL A

2. EENEESLR: BARSTH “Bif”

B RV BE ST RE, B Se1S o A O RV B M LRMEY) 18 58 S, DA R PR EAE SR A AL T
SR E VIR N R EFEZA—MESMEIER, EEMMTNE, BARREIFIET LRGN, M
WHJTIHEIR) “TEEEE” RE.

(—) “BiE” POEZESESTRSERE

AR N 5 AT, RN T LR R . Al S N SR BT AT R B I8 B
(voluntary motions) FT#E5)), HIXFiz 3l 7R N EREE (desire) Fl 4% (aversion) .

AR H 00 R B VLI AR B B 0%, PR 9 R (Fear) [ 1] %08 X B &PIAZ0FF
fE: H—eHAGRIEME. BRI, B A Sk Bl VT B AR 49 5 1 — s Jen ),
NATIS O 2 KR AR AL DL R R SR 2 [5]. 55—, BERAAIPER . RUBMEREE —METR, XERHE
FARRA B A RE, T2 AAE A IR EE 22 RGP . X MPPAl T B AR T2 Hh Ry — Bl Y
PRVETRAS o AT i — P AR MO AR Sk A T I RF SR VLS AR SEAR (diffidence), %O FRRESI N5 AN Z[H]
FO K R IR = OO B A

(2) BRRE: HEBEE “—IIARF—TIN”

EAEE T, FONARTE SR SR B8 ) 5 TATAE RAEFEE[6], X FEUT A AN #HME DL A& R B
R LGRIK AR 224 . X FPEE R R« B RA B EITEE” (1], 51 REEI 54

EEBRER, SEOP R =AFEFE IR 5o SERMZRE 1] HhgER EHk A RYR
EAHIA NN BZRE B E B RO IRGR, SRR VIR O, A e 5
FRUIH A AN FA NS IRES[7]. TR AN af N B &REE CEe ), Al gk
TR, ONBRVERRE I 2E T F o0, WAt @kl suivEREs—I N [1].

XPHRIBER A AR BB %, RASIHIBBRRIR: “ERXMIRET, P RIEAEAE -t AR
SRR R NI WAL T2 1R T RAR A E R, NGRS, 2T By, BRA MR [1]. 1E
AL ZARA RN ANBIEZ, N2 B8R 6, ©RNEETERRIE: EAAEE N ILREL
JIEARNBRZ AL, (B WA ERAFAEA 2 IE(Injustice) .

) EEPRME “BABF” KRR

EAREIEH, EAS e — Ve B BE . il  “ NBBIB AR EARTEER. fEAL]
SITE A VAR (X S S 2 BT, DXL = AR AT AR RIREA R GRIE” [1]. X R BHTE 2 R B4
JRAE AARIREE B, RE SRR E T R IR 8 T, 1 A2 B IR 1 M.

AR B AR (Right of Nature)iX —#i3r, tMt&ts “f— M ABECHERN T EHA
O EREH ORE—WEREEMIIEE” [8]. XFECRLZLXTH, ERAHE “XHb AR ik
FIALR” 17,
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(D) BRZE: BEARTHEAMK

Eﬁ%%ﬁ%%i%ﬁ“@ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ*%ﬂw”moﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁkﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%
HEATHIAT . IR R B SRR B BRI S IE G B RO A, AR R

L SE—ERE: FRACE. EATHE T, B AEE — SR “”#AA LA AT 17 B
I, BN S SRANP” [1]e 2R B ARSI v i AR B o BESRBARR B 4, B A TH B
R A E — IME AU AL AT

2. BB AR BONMBAEE . 9 TIEERE, AATTAA “ FEAl N ISR XA, 9 TS A T
M E, BRSNS —DIE IR [9 okﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ?@%,ﬁmﬁ?ﬂ%%ﬁ%%mﬁu
LSRR (R

FEBEAE ARSI — IR E M ThRERE AL . E H— RS NS 08, Ao — M R 1 A s il ) 0 e
SRR vE ] TR S5 i . IR AT T, B S NBGERRIS, A T 55 AL
IRLESRAFAZAA I N[ 1]

) BENFLFREHEEBR

R, EATTR T RIS AE LA MR SR, B RE R I H Th RO Ak
Fevko MBIRAER . BRI LM ELE B RS FRA W [1]

B, QRARY T PR T2 L R o 2 SRR <, AEREAT I R, AR A B3Ry, B
—MERE ERAARAEL . MIRIEE, R EX T EAT TN, VR AU AT 4 B AR
E%ﬁM*ﬁ%T“EA”ﬁ Eﬁﬂ 817

WREIE TEANNIEET 2 R R 28 BEIFHREES, METEEE, RELRT
@&%%E,WMﬂMﬁ@E,%ﬁﬁm %%mﬂ#ﬂ%?ﬁﬁo%Mﬁkﬁﬁﬁ BB E K
AT NETEREX —E W, WRE LT — M R (5 20 (Covenants) £E 2 465 By BLRE WS AL Lo B G377
AR R CRILEH MR LI, NI AR LUR RAT UM A A — A

g b S RAR T X — SN SIS RS . AR E B EEE, oA T EA. B
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4. DIRNBIEHEIME: ENEERHEFHER

REANEL AR ST B RS (EREAT M R RE, RO AR B RS R (R B
Ry H R T SO SRR I AE N, SRR AR R otk U TR E IR Y« B DAL R 27— [ml
I EEALBIRRTY, a2 AR B RAR B AR ot T80 AR

(—) “AEE” s BRI 5%

AR, RS EREBZ A IE X DL 28I, (02 A S b S 7 B (A A7,
RELR AL 2 FBA T BRI P A vh 5 o VX R 58, AAT# 2k T R4 @ — NIRRT .

SRS AR, b ERABMA B E SR, ST 82, A A BAH G B R E
HIBUR] T — MRS DN (CERGE) . AN “AIYER” B JE KI5, B AT e b N 6]
(K Ew o SRZ ESRIROL A FD 7 B B BRI A AR, B8 & FLAR AR R 48— 10
HA BRI R AT S AR, R b TG 7RG B &, it sefs R i

HARFHIEE, XA ERAE, 0 SN EAHH B AU A E 1]

() “81” KIEEThRE: EXE%%*%%%

FEREAT I T AL G a0 5, TE AR U L A0 IE SCRAS P A 32 200, HL R SO SRR AN T RAR K fR
b, fthgs t— DA R IR TR A SR A e —4RA 0, B TEERE DA Z 2],

X WHE 7R 1R ARAE I R 1 (48 BN -

1€ SCIE SRR3R : EATHHA Y, EERA LRSI ESIMTT, s ik A, A IE
o R BEFEN, IR RRARE NI, A4S ETEL, I JIEFE[1].

2. RAMIIAT MM PINFIERAR IR 1, TIERG NI O 5728 IR A B
BRAEA 0 RM S 1E R B R RA[ 1] ERCEEVER L ST, AN EE AT AR L) FEL TR A &
EAAR CARIE” . WS A BEFCEE AT B L)) . XA BRI I R, F R T A 2 A R
SKHIERL -

) EENFHMER: NORIES5MEwE

BATH CRAR” T A THEE SO TR X e, B AR 5 ONIRIZT o bR
th: “Ei&ﬁ££7*Fﬁ ORIZPRBEALARIN, EEINSRIET, Ml RAEMNETEIN, JIFASEEA
LRI 1] XMW, BME—A A EW B e 0, (0 A 5 ik — A Toik B A2
SFRUEROA S, thoh T B DR e A H A SRR T B

TR B A AR — T o il FEAG B A A i AATTER Dt AN IR <7 R T 2 550 D2 RS
N EAUE VG A R AMR IR Bt 207 T U BRI BRI R S, SRR AU T AL HE
TR R (E ARV A N AT SEAT ) o B LS5 (T Ry o AR TSR, A8 o 190 8 AL e 3 A A Vi )
B, AT ) SR AS LASEEL

(M) AERARNE BB RIEBER

E B SR A, 2x BRI AZ KR AR B SRR B RS 28 77 B I B 3t FLAS RTF0R B 32 o T3k
FREHE, ERCEERET B, ATk, REARMSFIER, XA HI AL R AL TR BN
ANEARAEH o

XA R B E MM EIARNE B SR RS SO EE 0 SRR AR .
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5. EHATR “UIR” BERIENREFRE

BATHAE (RIZEIH) Xt “BAR” Big ], EmES Vi ESRIEET AR R . (HETEEELT
SR A A RERE A < BRI, AEONBRBOA R BESUE ML A RIS, 51 AR ZI RIS BLSy 4

(—) BER AL SRS E B

AT BARVE R RS, BB R B i B AR AR BRI M AL AL . FEEAT T I I /T, 28R
T2 L 0 ) T A B g VA G5 Dot b AR m R e e B SR o A S TS R g R R A
B, JEIE T AR S AER 562 ) R [ 8 ] BB ig i A E SR e SEmt AL T8 S A S TR 2L, (U
NI AT RAEARE,  [FIFEAT AT 48 A 2 & 1R (08 3 KL

AT EIR BUR T SR B . EAEA R IE R B BB TR, 208 7R A
ABEA O, T BT SRATAN 7 BSIOIRAS[1]. RAPLL “ 24" %0 BTERN, ANZT
A2 A FEME AR AATIE AR AT LIRS i T BLSE AT RERE -

(&) “Aier” RSRSEEE EMRERE

BIRBEAEAES R 77 T B A5 SRR RRE , (B ER 2 T R SR, 8 [RRE S Bt ) e ) SR PR A
FERPE G BV B, R T Su R R AR P 28 80 4 A TEEME . ARG ER AR
B, NATTIESF A5 200 £ E BN LR G A RAR . X R WA ARG 124 3 AR TR T fh B ) ——2 M
BB R B AR AL AR R AT S B A AR o AL T SRR AT NS I, FFAE AR RE AR -

—H ORI [ “817 RERTTT, BRI 4 B T DR T A A XU (B A A 5
TRERRBR BRT BE), CERT RN T A NN TR R, EAATA] AR Dy ER
PEMTA R L), B ROVERPE M8 RET, R NEHEIR “ @R RHEBATE, A& S EATR
SR, BT RVEREE L AR A PULAE[10]. AT B B ARG EIE I B AT SR IR “ R
HICTEMARAS L. i8R ALy — R T A DA ST RN, HARE TR AR 2 R AP BE I o

MORRAE 2 SCHEAE T AVa s ORE B Al 2k 1 R AR AR A e M AR BEOR R AE T 7] AP AE B IRA
PERI S . RRAEAE CEMEIRIN L2 ) i 1 aBr rE AR e, YO TR . R A
SELRIG “WUR L (inclination) Tt AOAT 4, TR HAE MR T B2 A fF ekt e, #A R4 JEK
“IEAEMME” (Moral Worth) [11]. fERIEE K, FEATHA R PN LA B S8 22 g4 B AT N A BTN 5
g e R TR, HAT AR B — AR . KB T AR AR AR “ Al (Heteronomy)s 1 3CIERT B
F AP A, AR LR B A T RE AR AR B AR A TR AR R E L
5 “HE” (Autonomy)Z bo EAGH A RARIIE B RIMGE, RS, THEEZ MR &
PVE” BOR, TURRACR & fil SE s “TEENE” MRS,

AT 7 B e R R A e — A BB SIE MRS AL, AR . R, A IRRAEH
AR A I A 2 DA RIS S5 T A o SR B — Ty T ) B AR B IR 4 1 AR A I X
MG AR ], R HE AR R BoR T Al R LR .

=) BES5EHEK: AR

AT AR IR R T IRBUA - ANRIE R R Dy 73RS LA ERBUTJET MRMR), ATe A
R — R BEAL KRR RO A0 R )

£ CRERMBE®” f, BAlEeH - MR A “RIE5EERMAERN [1]. R
AN NGEHTIRAER R G TR, R 2EhK, FOVXZREE S RENHRE. Ak
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BUHMEAIAGERTER DA T 2. ERERBAAN], EEKFIFIESS WA, MLBFRT
NEEDN AT RS OENHZ . BB ENL. B T3 2 br,  J0H UL A 7l 5
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