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Abstract

Discussions regarding Xunzi’'s theory of human nature appear to present a paradox: on the one hand,
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Xunzi maintains that “human nature is evil”; on the other, he asserts that “even a commoner can
become a Yu”. The intrinsic transformation between these two positions lies in the concept of
“transforming nature and giving rise to artifice”. This paper systematically examines the conceptual
definition of Xunzi’s “transforming nature and giving rise to artifice”, its philosophical significance,
and the conditions under which it is possible. Although Xunzi is renowned for his “theory of innate
evil”, his theory of human nature does not entirely deny the possibility of goodness; rather, it em-
phasises the crucial role of “transforming nature and giving rise to artifice” and the cognitive and
moral capacities of the “mind” in the process of attaining goodness. Drawing upon the text of the
Xunzi and recent scholarship, this paper seeks to interpret Xunzi’s thought on “transforming nature
to give rise to artifice” on a textual basis, whilst exploring how the common people might achieve
this transformation and how the mechanisms underlying goodness lead to virtuous behaviour.
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1. ﬁy’] iiﬁ” 5 ii{ﬁ”

UYL B AT, MBTREIEIA AT ERIE R, ATEME, MAEEDN([1],p.45)” » WA
CHET L N DT, “HE” 5 T EHANTERRR.

(—) “&” PSR

HPINEME R SHEERN, RANEMZI, RPN, BAEEIEME, A ZRR(2],p. 198)
CHARNT B CAZ LR o AR BRI SRR, ANEIE AR, BRI o “piAb
7 ARRAET AMAT RN BTN, A “HH DR PSR, SRk s
BPE” WMIRE AR AARCR, “S AN, YUmaW, FEMmMaeE, 55 madk, Az EEw(4], p.
434). 7 FHUFRPEE . FRIEAFIOIR B2].

HFHRE “HEER” , AR BN, SEARGIHARE, REY RBEEAZAEH T
BORW A ZH. AN, AN, ST, 5T ELEMH T 2((4], pp. 434-435). 7 A
AT R REE TALHE, HERINHSBTHIRR . T AE AL 28GR “mBrEEl” mitks
AT, WA SO R o HTFLALAZ CLETIR” B, WA I e R, K A fa AL )
FiROEAT. Rk, DAUKEEZANGIEALER, ARk, #oral X238, el flidt e A4S 1 DLUEw &
FF[51.

(o) “D” BIMEEAE

WIS R BFERE B CHF) 4, “Oh” HERmEHh. Eh, BARER—ABAAmEHEERN
WL[6]. HITHANBOE TEF FAMRETET “” WEX T “fh” FLOETRE AR

“P” FEH T IBAEPIEERR B U, AR RIS I SEA TR, 7 BEE L RETTRE
NZEN” B—U= ) ——AL X ¥ BRI A S . TSR CRTEmIRE, AT RN AE A E
27 (4], p. 437), “HEAMRE” SRAHE RSB, 5 R0, AaHE” 1) W7 M. “CnEm
RO S, “PEANGET SRIAH AT, “Oh 7 BDRIE V5 R R B ST R S AT
JOASCAER . “Oh” BIROAET “OREMIRENZ BN ([4],p.411), BlCudid E, &8, RRMH,
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I AT R E [ TE AR NAR AT R iAoy, “RIBMARER, W HAFEMERE, WZETH” (4],
p.437), XAk, “EHRE, IR, MEBIEZMN” (4],p.412). WEt2U, hRERANNE T, 2
J& RBUAL &5

S “H” 5 “h” BXRR

CIEAD) RS “HE” “fy” 34T T BEAE . H TN “AEZ TR B 2 . M FIFT A, K
HRRL, ANEMBEREZE”, miAt R SR ERNBRENE, R ARARRAGEPEI. “ o0& REA
ZABEZ . R, BESTEEOEZ 7, Dy FR i A i LR AAT 30 % B 5 R BAT R Al
i, MR M, AWBAAME; v, SO, TUENA AT, TANTERREE L. A S, R
JEENZ B, RIEZITRM([4],p.366). 7 “PE” & “Oh” WP RTiR, WA RAER “PE”, “fh”
FA IR G O 0F M7 FRGRAER, WA D7, M7 AREE QAR SELE. SR
AL MHEAERTIR R YRR, WA, OVt TN RRT G P W2 1 1) o A 7,
B, MRS E S 5EE7].

2. “feiieth” EEER

(—) YQEIBRSRFRE

1 AMAEERER R TG PR 4 2 TEEA BRI 7 &

2 CEEDY mr, HTRE “ACREY), SEMYSE, SEMBGR7 (4], p. 18HHIM A MIAREIA
RABA SR, XEEEMBEARIAH], LRSI RANG NZHRGFRhR. HTE (%) &
HOR NHERAEAT N B RIEEAT TERZI ST, Mg, “S ANzt EMAGRE, W2, S55Em
FALTOR; AMEREE, Ve, MORWAETNRGETE; A A FEZR, BirsEas, e, MoEilE
MALXCBETIES o 7 ([4], p. 434) X MR B, AW “UFR” “Bo%” “UFs e S HRARERZ LR,
EHERERER, M5l K — RV ™ HEIER.

CHEIFETMIRALT” ([4], p. 438), AMTRIZE M FEIESR, A T2 B CRRER, AT i 8 ek
#, R IESFB, MM SEGE ST 0REL.  “FRIRATIEET” ([4],p.438), APEHI “PBE&” 1
HZUWRBAREHMEMAG] T, RSEARRREIAGET RN, XFAT R E BB T 42 et
SE o “YRBRLAETAL SOCHIT:” ([4], p. 355), X8 fyid BE ik, 28 AR E IR AL S . X B AT
RNFRIUG A SRR IS R T E BN, A S NREL. B RRAS, TR R B AT A Ay e e 4
it r R Rt .

2. BORFRT, ettt

CRE) ah, HTE— PR 7 AT BRCEIE N AT R I “ANZE, SF4%,
KRB LS, (THAEY, YHRRAMERZEWR” (4], p.64), WIHHEI AL R YR 138 R ALk
Toab R, AAESEPRAE PR IE R A AR . MAER N A, BRAMACERE, BT ANATR
AR R R FCHR BIRET), REREXT H CARE AT RBA TS BT IRZA R A
MfesE, FRtbfh3gkad it “fert” , Bl 5 R HRSUE NAYE, [ A IE P42 RE, SElth
SMANE SEE. HTE Rl HREL, 0, TBZEW, MMz 8, HAMEMZ4. 7 (4],
p. 397) O B R R #i K E5, B RERS A B SRE, BN E CRIME B bR .

OEANFIFES WIEe, Aetgilid 5 S fscE, FEARAL SCEE T AUEL, M7 5 AT A
HHRE, “BTEFMHSE TS, WHMAMATEER. 7 (4], p. 2)Md) iz M S FUA W B 3
B, DRI EZ AR E, e E BB . OB IAOR B, EREEE A S
5577, KB EhE . BN, REESERMATE), A REIELIENME. “ERE, &
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TAE; FHEAD, AR 7 ([4], p. 26)F5 I SLILTE EZEAAIAT H SEBREIES 77, BN 25 BAT TE ARG

(o) XFEbSENEE

1. F NP Y

PEBACRE NK B ARARRERACE, 2 —FRSMENIREIRG, BAE B WAshtt, Ewnd o
5, “NEMAEK, KA, WARTR: RMGEES T, WARTS: FNE, SLUT. 7 (4], p.
346) NIIACHE P 7E 8 T X R IR A2 IER, D REEIE R S AT, i sl S AT H S Ak
B BIFENETOM, TRINET X R QEPERIIE. 2N ZBTLAResI/EAL S, FEAE 2 sl “IA
L7, R R CMREA, RGIEWT , HAEEMIET CRERE” , NSRBI “ELT 7 1)
HARRE .

PEAE A NI B AR, WO H B, (OB A2 3] s . HIAA, A
A IR 2O D BB RE SR . SRTHT, Wil PR BACEID TORE, M Sk 07 EE . BT
W MR RARIER M7 2Ol TAERARAGL Y, BINRRELUEAL X 2 8T 5 5 8 st ErgaEAL
S OB IEEL” BR8], XL AME—REN “RE” IF “URIE” N, HEAN R fRE CIvE” 82
AL HEFRGIEAL Lo EFEAMURAIERE, TR Ml %" 1A,
I ALSGEEE B AN Z M IEZ " o OIE B L, EE @ KR 520 YE, ASzEE PR
AL« ARSI

2. Dy A AL X

AR A TR EZEEME, MUNEEERAEE . IR EN, AT DU A
PEEA RS, BAEUEE. EXANIEF, OREEREIEM. BE% 0L LT g5 AT
HMERTEZERIE A AR B CRAT AN, AT S BIME R 1 heits

1E (L) H, B AN B BER N IR T AL BRIEAE R o Ay “ALE T ? B AT
B, BMARUAGETCR, KR CE RS SRR, FNEL, 055 . Je FHILEA, S sl LA
5327 ([4],p.346) “BREARIL, 0 LLGLRH; SEATRE, KAlFit” ([4], p. 428) B #fi+a A BA R
SEATI R, (HR DA R BOANAE LBR, (HAT LU, AR TR AL M o<H”, ALmre AR
T NIRRT 5 R 5 MR EL . e TN T St 2P NVREL, H5E T AL SORIITEAATINAT D9, AT
AT B A B 2 . BT INRB AR BAEWREARNMAR, 2SBHESMIET, AL e
RN TAHEINER . B FICR B ALEA “F77 IR RDIRE, e BB AELE, WAL b, PR
NZHER, A NZK. 7 ([4], p. 346) AR —FHAMERIHRYE, T2 — ot N R FR fsis, s AL n
W, An] “fERAT T, YR TR, PEMAERFTNK, 2Lz imiEtd. 7 (4], p. 346)

3. (LRI RTERTREM

“WhE, RIEENZAY—, RN, ME. RMEmAME, BIRZEmELE, Hhsd
MR TG 7 ([4], p. 366)H F L X AVEFIERA DT, BIBERIINRIANE TSR 7 B STAENIE )5
Ao WERAE IR LAY R R, AR AR . 281, AT IO NFTBLE & R K2 S FETR,
B “ARtERRDy 7, RSB CRIATE, SEHMERRERFAS . fhomil “ 2 AetEmiedy, Ohieim 4L 3,
AL SCAETIHEEE ™ ([4], p. 438), N H R ERLS ), #lE TALNER, 515 A5 A SR8k
9, WA e, A SE A 2 R AE S AR E .

() “@” B M7 KEESFME

ey IR —mmuat, o ANEEERE R, A AR Dy R RET, LT I T ER
HERAO. ATH 07 EER-DEMER. BRI TR AR AR, WS H RS
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A, ZHTMATE AT, SRTAERI R R E ARG . 7 ([4],p.412) “OBHFEW. 7 ([4],
p. SOXHITHEERAE T B Aehs | R . IERIXFIEIRRE S, (RIS RE IR, A G 1
o= K

HTHH “RAFFOZIAR” ([4],pp. 29-30), swifldid “EEmie” HiTEsR, &7 HETSLHE,
Mg “AUFTCmEFEKEZ” o “F7 & “AUR—FH—" . “F7 W2 AUBREm” . HTH
REEIEE, 2K BIEN AR T 0N “ KRB iz b, ol “Wi” FRRESEACH “RE
87 BPIRZS[9]. Jh “FR0” —RERTIEE, MRE “O0R” BALE; —REMBRINAIRE, 4
RN “IE” FRINTT G . AR CERBT, EER RIS, eIt IR0 BARRAL[10]. S0
AoF “ORTEI” IRAEE, (FRE “HNE” CRIIET CAFIEY, R CUFE”T, AESMERIAL AN E &1
e, X REARIE =20 Qe ZE, B ALz EREERT m AR, o
BB £ CER 2l @l ALZTEEEZS T M CBEET , BRGSO Bk 1
“MAR” ZI, BT CREREREME, NIFEEST M CURE” , BOMRERMLIIEE k. R, MEARSE
Pi €7 “EBFTOCENT ZAWB, LB SIS AL B 32 8B R AT AL SRR AR

(S) “H7 R “B7 MSRSHR

HFINN, N CEERLRC SGEIEZ R, BA A DL SUEIEZ B ([4],p.522), (P& “Hrbh
HMZAENBZBZH ([4],p.415) “BFTLAREZENBZ B ZHE. 7 ([4], p. 502)H F I NI FAAEANEF
FREEZ, BUTHE “R8” BHRRE, MEA L2/ kel it miim, Mo N5 ANz Gk
1 “fie” BARMIEIZE, SECRHEEmETR” , Y “B8” Mk T AL 1 “rn” frol S,
EA WA T @R fFEeEEEHSf T HK.

FRASH “R0” DLAUKEEOA BEIKSD “fe” ,  “TERIMONZTEZIE” (4], p. 412). HMEREAE
mf, SR TIHCIAR “TE” AL BE TR R, ARG O NS AROE g AL SRR . XA
“RET AR, LR T ANFEIRS “BET BRI, APTE SRR, B BB WET (4, p.
387)LA “Hn” i, @R R DR, B Cm” T BT, BUhE. ‘AT 5 “BE” HONERHE,
NA BN S G RUREM S SE M £ A, b AT AT 3, T8 “H07 WIToikikse. FIWr, JRoiid
1780, T “BE” W “Hn7 IRICERRDLHIKI8].  “H” BES A ERIAE T N, BE T ENE S
KEE. NN, BEIRARIARMRED, (REERWBE . IR ER, A5E2anDSrEE )
A, SEHUEFERRTT. “ERZAWLCAE” ([4],p.442), HTRER - DABMEGRAENKETT, H
FAATRENS R AR 22 )R EATAL S, R BENE TR 1 B, R R AL
4. Hi%

“AETEERD ” B TN A RS R, e 70 R R “ Oy T
REZT, M TR REA . AL SOV SR R AR RS S A S R IR AL . AETE R 32 S AE
a2 TSR, AT BN AIBER PTG SR TIRZE R . B /RBOR BT AN AT LAl
BNREEE 5, T8 407 RFRMERVES V87 IRPEZRIL RS IEAT s ek 78T “RH
ey AR FAERGUR, GRIEHIEEAAS HMEBE ML . ARRIWE AT RE T/ T “ALikain” 517
NZETEE U PSRN TE, RERAERIEGIL. A REE & B AARGUR AN T S BN f e A AL, AT
FIERTHH 7 AR IS 7]
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