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Abstract

From the perspective of historical materialism, Marx’s labor theory reveals the inherent connection
between labor, natural evolution and social development, and profoundly criticizes alienated labor
under capitalism. Digital technology has fully penetrated into all sectors of society, giving birth to
digital labor, a new form of labor. Compared with traditional labor, digital labor is characterized by
diverse subjects and the integration of production and consumption, intelligent labor tools, and la-
bor forms breaking through the constraints of time and space, while its essence still falls into the
category of productive labor. At present, the academic circle has formed three research veins of
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digital labor, namely audience labor, immaterial labor and material labor. Most existing studies are
trapped in opposing views, failing to form a unified analytical framework, nor to fully combine the
characteristics of the times to deeply explore the alienation mechanism and practical solution paths.
Based on Marx’s theories of alienated labor, labor value and surplus value, this paper sorts out the
morphological transformation and core characteristics of digital labor, carries out a contemporary
interpretation of the four dimensions of digital labor alienation, analyzes the deep-seated causes of
alienation, and proposes practical and operable resolution paths based on the reality of digital
economy.
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