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Abstract

Marx believed that human labor is the only source of value creation. In Volume 1 of Capital, he
pointed out that “all labor, on the one hand, is the physiological consumption of human labor; in
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terms of the same or abstract attribute of human labor, it forms commodity value.” However, the
rapid development of artificial intelligence technology has profoundly changed the current way of
production and life in society, especially after the emergence of intelligent tools such as ChatGPT
and Sora. The Western academic community has always been filled with the view that Marx’s labor
theory of value is no longer applicable to the current society. Marx’s labor theory of value, as a clas-
sic scientific theory, is facing a new scrutiny. We should base ourselves on reality, grasp the trend
of the times, and respond scientifically to controversies. Marx’s labor theory of value requires inno-
vation and reform in the digital age, which is an undeniable fact. However, we should recognize that
the development of artificial intelligence is merely a transformation of production tools, ultimately
resulting in a significant increase in production efficiency, without producing a “qualitative change”
in machine development, let alone replacing humans as the main body of value creation. This article
analyzes the new characteristics of labor under the background of artificial intelligence, re exam-
ines the process of value creation, expands the connotation of labor, and continuously empowers
the healthy and sustainable development of China’s social economy, promoting are understanding
of the essence of capitalist economy.
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