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Abstract

Wang Fuzhi, through his commentary on Zhang Zai’'s Zheng Meng (often rendered as Correcting
Youthful Ignorance), constructed an ethical system centered on the notion of practice (shijian). His
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critical distinction between “innate nature” (xing) and “endowed talent” (cai) separates the tran-
scendental moral substance from empirical endowments and aptitudes, transforming static xing
into a dynamic potential while conferring upon cai the status of practical foundation. In this way, he
establishes an ontological grounding for ethical practice. Furthermore, through the concepts of “ex-
hausting the mind” (jinxin), “realizing the self through the body” (chengshen), and “ritual vessels”
(ligi), Wang Fuzhi delineates a complete pathway from cognitive recognition to concrete action. The
ultimate goal of this practice is the highest realm of “the unity of sincerity and spirit” (cheng shen he
yi), whereby the great ideals of “cultivating oneself and bringing peace to others” and “universal
harmony under Heaven” can be realized. By overcoming the limitations of a static, ahistorical con-
ception of human nature, Wang Fuzhi transforms morality into a dynamic and historically situated
task, offering a viable path for human self-realization and social harmony.
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