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Abstract

This study examines Thomas Lukman’s theory of meaning construction sociology, situated within
the social context of Germany’s modernization transition in the 1960s and the interpretive limita-
tions of classical secularization theories. Drawing on three theoretical frameworks—the sociology
of knowledge, Schelerian philosophical anthropology, and Schutzian phenomenological sociology—
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the research systematically traces the development of Lukman’s meaning theory. It analyzes the
complete logical progression of meaning: “social objectification — individual internalization -
transformation of modern forms,” identifying three core propositions: the essentialism of meaning,
structural determinism of meaning forms, and individual autonomous meaning construction, while
clarifying his pivotal assertion about the shift from “tangible public meaning” to “intangible private
meaning.” The study demonstrates that Lukman transcended traditional secularization analytical
frameworks, redefined the paradigm for studying modern spiritual life, and effectively explained
the paradoxical coexistence of declining public meaning and flourishing individual spiritual con-
sumption in modern society, providing a theoretical tool for understanding contemporary meaning
anxiety and self-identity dilemmas. However, the theory exhibits limitations—including an overem-
phasis on micro-individual levels, neglect of structural constraints, and restricted applicability
across regions—which necessitate adaptation to local socio-cultural contexts when applied in non-
Western societies.
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