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Abstract

As arepresentative cultural symbol of China, the image of Sun Wukong has undergone different se-
mantic transformations with the changing times. From the original heroic embodiment “Great Sage
Equal to Heaven” to today’s ironic meme “Malo”, the evolution of its meaning reflects the transfor-
mation of the eras core spiritual landscape. Research shows that in an age where digital capital
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reshapes labor forms, the alienation between workers and their products, the alienation from labor
activities, the alienation of quasi-essence, and the alienation of interpersonal relationships collec-
tively foster the spiritual condition of “passive objects”. From the perspective of Marxs theory of
alienated labor, the self-objectification narratives young people engage in through “Malo” discourse
are both a product of the dissolution of systematic self-identity in contemporary alienation and a
symbolic resistance against mainstream success studies.
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