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Abstract

This paper focuses on the dialectical unity of virtue and happiness in Mou Zongsan'’s philosophy.
First, it examines the limitations of traditional Chinese and Western perspectives on their relation-
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ship. In ancient China, the doctrines of “seeking blessings through virtue”, “the contradiction be-
tween virtue and happiness” and “taking virtue itself as happiness” either relied on the mandate of
heaven, evaded real-world dilemmas, or narrowed the connotation of happiness. In the Western
tradition, rationalism, sensationalism and Immanuel Kant's theory of the Highest Good either over-
simplified their interrelation, or resorted to transcendental presuppositions. Then, it elaborates on
Mou Zongsan’s reconstruction of the Perfect Good thought, which takes Infinite Intellectual Mind as
the metaphysical foundation, Perfect Teaching as the practical path, and the paradoxical identity as
the dialectical logic to achieve the unity of virtue and happiness. Finally, it analyzes the theoretical
significance of his thought for the integration of Chinese and Western philosophy, its practical im-
plications, as well as its inherent limitations: overemphasis on spiritual realm and the elitist ten-
dency of its practical approach. The paper concludes that the unity of virtue and happiness must be
realized through the combination of internal self-cultivation and external institutional construction.
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