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Abstract

The close integration of “investing in goods” and “investing in people” is a major strategic deploy-
ment to promote the high-quality development of China’s economy. This article provides a system-
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atic explanation of this proposition through the triple logic of history, theory, and practice. Histori-
cal logic shows that as the main contradiction in society shifts from “survival needs and backward
productive forces” to “development needs and unbalanced and insufficient”, the relationship be-
tween the two has gone through a process of contradictory movement from “prioritizing things” to
“measuring people with things” and then to “coordinating things and people”. This proposition is
an inevitable conclusion of historical development. Theoretical logic reveals that from the per-
spective of historical materialism, investing in things is the objectification construction of human
essential power, investing in people is the generation and development of human essential power,
and the two constitute an inseparable whole in the dialectical unity of material production and
human development, instrumental rationality and value rationality. The practical logic proposes
that to promote the close integration of the two, we must adhere to a systematic concept, lead the
direction of “investing in people” with “investing in things”, consolidate the material platform of
“investing in people” with “investing in things”, improve institutional guarantees, and build a
long-term mechanism for coordinated development. The triple logic interlocking marks the fun-
damental transition of the development paradigm from “the logic of things” to “the logic of peo-
ple”, and is the only way to achieve the comprehensive enrichment of things and the comprehen-
sive development of people.
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