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Abstract

The new quality of productive forces and their development are based on, through, and for “people”,
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and have a distinctive human-centered meaning. The theory of alienated labor and the idea of com-
munism in the Philosophical Manuscripts of Economics of 1844 provide theoretical guidance for un-
derstanding the humanistic implications of the new quality of productive forces. Compared with the
traditional productive forces, the new quality of productive forces promotes the abandonment of
the “alienation of things”, embodies the return of “free and conscious labor”, reverses the bad labor
experience under the traditional productive forces, reconstructs the relationship between human
beings and relieves the contradiction between human beings and the natural world. It has reconfig-
ured the relationship between man and man, and relieved man’s conflict with nature. Although the
new quality of productive forces under the socialist system intrinsically manifests a strong human-
centeredness, there is still a need to continuously enhance and promote the human-centeredness
of the new quality of productive forces through external means, firstly, by constructing a new type
of production relations centered on human development, secondly, by developing the new quality
of productive forces in conjunction with China’s traditional ideology of enriching the people and,
thirdly, by strengthening international cooperation to narrow the global development gap.
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