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Abstract

Contemporary society is faced with a dual ethical dilemma: hollow formal morality and rampant
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utilitarian morality. Current scholarship on Kant’s Categorical Imperative and Mohist universal
love mostly consists of one-sided interpretations and superficial comparisons, without in-depth
mutual interpretation and modern theoretical reconstruction. From the perspective of dialogue be-
tween Chinese and Western ideology, this paper combines comparative research and problem-ori-
ented research methods to systematically sort out the core connotations of these two universal eth-
ical theories, identify their value consensus and internal tensions, and explore avenues for their
integration and mutual complementation. This study holds that Kant's Categorical Imperative es-
tablishes a pure formal ethics centered on rational self-legislation, yet it suffers from the drawback
of being divorced from real life. Mohist universal love creates an inclusive practical ethics with high
applicability to social reality, yet it is hampered by overreliance on utilitarian logic and a lack of
internal self-discipline. The paper proposes that restraining the utilitarian inclination of universal
love through Kantian self-legislation, while filling the formal emptiness of the Categorical Impera-
tive with the inclusive spirit of Mohism, can forge a modern universal ethical paradigm that bal-
ances normative legitimacy and practical operability. This paradigm offers theoretical backing and
practical guidance for reshaping contemporary interpersonal justice, advancing social public mo-
rality, and constructing a global ethical framework.
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