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Abstract

Laozi put forward the political governing thought of “governing the state with rectitude, and deploy-
ing troops with stratagem” in the 57th chapter of the Tao Te Ching. However, his argument is brief
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and abstruse, without too much further explanation. As an important branch of Taoism, the Huang-
Lao School inherited Laozi’s theory to a great extent. In the 57th chapter of the Tao Te Ching, Laozi
interpreted the theoretical paradigm of “rectitude and stratagem” in governing based on the char-
acteristics of “Tao”, which was inherited and systematically transformed by the Huang-Lao Taoism.

DY TS

The Huang-Lao School completed the transformation from Laozi’s “rectitude of tranquility and in-
action” to “rectitude of law and institutions” in The Four Classics of the Yellow Emperor. On the one
hand, The Four Classics of the Yellow Emperor follows Laozi’s thinking approach of deriving human
affairs from the laws of nature, and expands the concept of “rectitude” from the monarch’s inaction
of the mind to a political category with objective legal norms. On the other hand, through the theo-
retical construction of “Tao generates law”, the Four Classics transforms “stratagem” from Laozi’s
tactic of contingency in warfare into the arbitrary will of personal rule and excessive recklessness
that the rule-of-law order is supposed to prevent and guard against, thus realizing the transfor-
mation of “governing with rectitude” from inaction to institutional establishment. The theoretical
construction in The Four Classics of the Yellow Emperor not only meets the practical demand of
strengthening the state through political reforms during the Warring States Period, but also lays the
basic framework for the legal thought of the Huang-Lao School, and has far-reaching significance in
the history of Chinese political thought.
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RS R ARLITE R . (&% ) 1R TIRIESAIER =M R, B “=4", mHEPWERSE
MR SETA R, GEwmlle) Bl “1E7 , EARREANIIE, THImSEXMKIERZ M “ifE” .
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