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Abstract

In his Outline of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism, Qian Mu argued that Luo Jinxi dissolved the dichot-
omy between heaven and humanity by integrating the principle of “continuous generation” with the
heart of filial piety, fraternal love, and benevolence, thereby answering the question of how human
conduct can access the Dao of heaven. He also noted that Luo employed the metaphor of a tea-serv-
ing boy to illustrate the ideas of “the Dao in daily life” and “no distinction between sage and ordinary
person”, thus grounding the simple and direct spirit of mind-learning in everyday practice. On this
basis, Qian Mu proposed the concept of “Neo-Confucian Chan”, clarifying that while Luo’s thought
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shares certain structural similarities with Chan Buddhism in terms of scholarly approach, the two
differ fundamentally in philosophical essence. He further pointed out that Luo’s sincere and una-
dorned Chan-like spirit could be traced back to Mencius. Within the broader context of intellectual
history, Qian Mu regarded Luo Jinxi’s thought as the ultimate expression of the simplified and
straightforward learning of Lu Jiuyuan and Wang Yangming, viewing its emergence as a crucial cul-
mination in the internal logical development of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism.
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