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Abstract

The widespread application of artificial intelligence (AI) has deeply integrated algorithms, data,
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computing power, and platforms into social production, giving rise to digital-intelligent capital, a
contemporary form of capital characterized by data appropriation, algorithmic control, and plat-
form monopoly. Drawing on Marx’s labor theory of value and his critique of political economy, this
article examines whether intelligent machines can create value and whether digital labor has trans-
formed the mechanisms of capitalist exploitation. It argues that Al is an objectified form of human
labor, scientific and technological knowledge, and the general intellect. Although Al can increase
labor productivity and expand the production of material wealth, it cannot replace living labor as
the source of value and surplus value. By obscuring the cooperative labor of R&D personnel, data
annotators, operations and maintenance personnel, and platform users, digital-intelligent capital
makes the products of social labor appear to arise from the autonomous valorizing power of tech-
nology and capital. Upholding the labor theory of value in the age of Al therefore requires revealing
how digital-intelligent capital obscures the source of value, exposing the concealed exploitation of
digital labor and the disciplinary mechanisms of algorithmic control, and orienting intelligent tech-
nologies toward common prosperity, labor emancipation, and the free and all-round development
of human beings.
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