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Abstract

Lin Xiyi’s Zhuangzi Kouyi, as a significant representative of Zhuangzi studies in the Song Dynasty,
not only accomplished the intellectual integration of Confucianism and Daoism but also recon-
structed the meaning system of Zhuangzi through the discourse of Neo-Confucianism. While existing
research mostly focuses on Lin’s approach of interpreting Daoism with Confucianism, his integra-
tion of the three teachings, and his annotative characteristics, there is a lack of systematic discus-
sion on why he chose “Joy” (Le) as the core interpretive principle for understanding Zhuangzi. Cen-
tered on Zhuangzi Kouyi and primarily based on texts like “Free and Easy Wandering”, this paper
examines how Lin Xiyi utilized the intellectual resources of the “Joy of Confucius and Yan Hui” in
Song Neo-Confucianism to reorganize Zhuangzi’'s concepts into an interpretive framework of virtu-
ous joy, and further analyzes the interpretive tension formed by this transformation. Meanwhile,
through categorical exclusion and horizontal comparison, this paper demonstrates the uniqueness
and rationality of “Joy” as the core interpretive principle. The paper argues that Lin’s so-called “Joy”
is not the original existential freedom in Zhuangzi, but the joy of Heavenly Principle and virtue re-
constructed through Neo-Confucianism. Thus, the value of Zhuangzi Kouyi lies not only in interpret-
ing Daoism with Confucianism, but more importantly, in demonstrating how Song Neo-Confucian-
ism reproduced the meaning of classics through interpretive principles.
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