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Abstract

Kostas Axelos reenters the intellectual relationship between Marx and Heidegger through the
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concept of “planetary”. His aim is not to replace Marx’s political economy critique with a philosophy
of technology, but rather to reinterpret the question of labor within the shared context of modern
technological domination, global expansion, and the erosion of world meaning. Marx revealed how
labor—originally an activity of human self-realization—becomes a means of capital accumulation
by analyzing human objectifying activity, capitalist production relations, and labor alienation. Ax-
elos, in contrast, argues that under planetary technological conditions, labor alienation manifests
further as the networking of labor space, the acceleration of labor time, and the shaping of the rela-
tionship between people and the world by technical organizational methods. The article analyzes
his extension of labor theory across three dimensions—space, time, and ontology—and discusses
the limits of this reinterpretation and its implications for understanding contemporary technolog-
ical labor. It contends that Axelos’s contribution lies in unveiling a vision of the technological world
beyond capital logic; however, his insights can only form a more comprehensive critique of contem-
porary labor alienation when combined with Marx’s analyses of class, ownership, and capital accu-
mulation.
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