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Abstract

This paper aims to compare Plato’s and Aristotle’s conceptions of virtue, clarifying their differences
regarding the foundation of virtue, soul structure, practical development, and understanding of
happiness. Drawing primarily on The Republic and Nicomachean Ethics, the study employs textual
analysis and comparative methodology. Plato understands virtue in terms of the Form of the Good,
soul harmony, and civic justice, emphasizing holistic harmony under rational leadership; Aristotle,
by contrast, approaches virtue through human function, habituation, and practical wisdom, high-
lighting its formation through concrete actions. Rather than representing a simple opposition
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between idealism and realism, the two perspectives represent distinct paths within the ancient
Greek tradition of virtue ethics: the former emphasizes the ultimate grounding of virtue, while the
latter focuses on its practical development.
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