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Abstract

The expansion of capital logic has given rise to the predicaments of human alienation and reification,
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making it an unavoidable core issue in the development of modern society. Building upon Marx’s
theory of alienation and integrating it with the realities of advanced capitalist society, Lukacs pro-
posed his theory of “reification”, which profoundly reveals the cultural dilemmas of modern soci-
ety—namely, the loss of human subjectivity, the alienation of social relations, and the dissolution of
existential meaning—all under the dominance of instrumental rationality. However, Lukacs placed
the resolution of reification in the total awakening of proletarian class consciousness, relying too
heavily on the transformation of subjective consciousness; consequently, his approach faces dual
theoretical and practical predicaments. The traditional Chinese philosophical concept of “harmony
in diversity” (he er bu tong), developed and transmitted over thousands of years, embodies holistic
thinking, the principle of inclusive difference, and wisdom of coexistence, thereby providing unique
theoretical resources and practical pathways for resolving the predicament of reification. Taking
Lukacs’s theory of reification as a reference point, this paper begins with an analysis of the essence
of capital alienation and reification, delves deeply into the philosophical implications of “harmony
in diversity”, systematically elucidates its internal mechanisms for dissolving reification, and ex-
plores pathways for integrating traditional philosophy with modern critical theory. The ultimate
aim is to offer new insights and inspirations for realizing the free and comprehensive development
of human beings and for constructing a harmonious and symbiotic modern society.
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