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Abstract

Mencius’s and Marx’s views on righteousness and benefit emerged in different social contexts of the
East and West. This article systematically examines the theoretical content of these two conceptions

XESIA: AR Bl S5ET A B 553k, 2026, 15(8): 181-186.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.158378


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.158378
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.158378
https://www.hanspub.org/

JE R

by analyzing their historical backgrounds and core meanings. Mencius’s view on righteousness and
benefit took root in the turbulent era of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, marked
by the collapse of ritual and music and profound social transformation. Based on his theory of in-
nate human goodness, he affirmed people’s pursuit of material benefits and sought to restore social
and political order through benevolent governance and moral education, though ultimately serving
the interests of the feudal class. In contrast, Marx’s perspective arose amid the 19th-century Euro-
pean Industrial Revolution and rapid capitalist development. Grounded in historical materialism,
he analyzed the contradictions within capitalism and class antagonisms, exposing the institutional
roots of imbalance between righteousness and benefit under capitalism, and established a concep-
tion centered on collectivism and grounded in social practice. Comparative analysis reveals that
both thinkers recognize the dialectical relationship between righteousness and benefit and empha-
size the active role of morality in society. However, they differ fundamentally in philosophical foun-
dations, ultimate goals, and economic logic. Mencius prioritizes morality to uphold feudal social or-
der, while Marx adheres to the principle that the economic base determines the superstructure,
standing from the standpoint of the proletariat with the ultimate aim of human liberation and the
establishment of a communist society. The dialogue between these two perspectives enables a com-
plementary integration of traditional ethics and Marxist theory.
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