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Abstract

Generative artificial intelligence, algorithmic platforms, digital computing power systems and other
emerging technologies have comprehensively reshaped the forms of human practice, posing new
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theoretical inquiries into the classical Marxist proposition of “human essence”. Marx defined the
determinations of human existence from three dimensions: free and conscious labor, real social re-
lations, and the integrity of human life, which jointly constitute an integrated analytical framework
of Marxist anthropology. As the objectified outcome of human essential forces, digital intelligent
technologies, when applied under the dominance of capitalist logic, witness the marginalization of
creative labor, the narrowing of authentic social interactions, and the risk of fragmentation con-
fronting the integral being of human life, thereby resulting in multi-layered concealment of human
essence. From the perspective of historical materialism, dispelling the illusion of technological neu-
trality, rebuilding human subjective awareness within digital contexts, and promoting institutional
innovation of digital production relations can guide intelligent technologies back to the standard of
human development. This facilitates the self-realization of human essence beyond technological al-
ienation and furnishes anthropological theoretical support for a digital civilization featuring hu-
man-machine symbiosis.
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