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Abstract

“Tool man”, as a widely spread internet slang among young people in recent years, reflects the dis-
course symptoms of the complex tool mentality and labor concept changes of young people in the
established social structure. Using Marx’s theory of alienated labor as an analytical framework, this
study examines the metaphorical logic of the discourse of “tool man” and its impact mechanism on
young people’s labor concepts. Research has found that the discourse of “tool man” constructs a
discourse system that reduces laborers to tools and restores labor to functional realization through
atriple logic of ontological metaphor of “man as tool”, structural metaphor of “labor as instrumental
operation”, and directional metaphor of “value as functional realization”. This discourse system cor-
responds to the four fold normativity of alienated labor revealed by Marx in deep structure: the
alienation of laborers and labor products, the alienation of labor behavior itself, the alienation of
human nature, and the theoretical formation of alienation in interpersonal relationships. On this

| )

basis, this article takes Marx’s “creative labor” as the value coordinate, and promotes the reshaping
of youth labor concepts from three aspects: establishing the subjectivity of labor, clarifying the
value creation essence of labor, and rebuilding the community dimension of labor.
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