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Abstract

In The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, Engels adopts historical materialism as
his fundamental methodology. Drawing on Morgan’s empirical research on primitive societies, he
systematically elaborates that private ownership is not an eternal form of human society, but an
inevitable product arising when the development of productive forces and the evolution of social
division of labour reach a specific historical stage. Centered on textual analysis, this paper sorts out
the historical process through which private ownership gestates, develops and ultimately takes
shape out of the communal ownership of primitive clans. It uncovers the philosophical logic under-
lying the contradictory movement between productive forces and relations of production, expounds
the historical inevitability and transience of private ownership, deepens the understanding of his-
torical materialist theories of ownership and laws of social development, and provides a theoretical
reference for understanding the historical transformation of social formations and changes in own-
ership systems.
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