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Abstract

Marx’s research on alienation has inspired many Western Marxists, including Hartmut Rosa of the
Frankfurt School. Based on Marx’s theory, Rosa holds that the “acceleration society” gives rise to
“new” alienation. Its “newness” lies in three aspects: the renewal of the alienation context (with a
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richer theoretical foundation and the qualitative change of social acceleration); the renewal of al-
ienation symptoms (a comprehensive picture of alienation, where the subject cannot engage in di-
alogue with the world, and alienation shifts from an ethical evil to an existential necessity); and the
shift in the path of sublation (from proletarian revolution to a “post-growth society” for resonance
between subject and world). Overall, Rosa’s theory has value, but its path of sublation lacks practi-
cal value due to the neglect of capital logic.
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