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Abstract

As a core theoretical framework in the early development of Marx’s thought, the theory of alienated
labor is the central proposition of the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 (hereinafter
referred to as the Manuscripts), and also serves as a key academic pivot for Marx’s leap from a hu-
manist paradigm to a socially and historically grounded critique under the lens of material produc-
tion. This article uses the intrinsic logical connections of the four aspects of alienated labor as a
research anchor. Based on a close-textual reading of the Manuscripts and historical contextual re-
construction, it systematically explains the theoretical implications of the alienation of labor prod-
ucts, the labor process, species-essence, and human relations, clarifying the dialectical unity among
them. The study shows that these four aspects are not merely a flat, parallel listing of categories, but
follow a strict, stepwise logic that deepens from concrete phenomena to social essence: the aliena-
tion of labor products is the most direct, external manifestation of alienation; the alienation of the
labor process is the internal root that produces product alienation; the alienation of species-es-
sence touches the deeper philosophical core of alienated labor; and the alienation of human rela-
tions is the inevitable result and social-level essence shaped by the previous three. These four di-
mensions emerge synchronously across time and space, interwoven and coexisting, forming an in-
divisible, organic theoretical whole. Clarifying this logical development helps accurately grasp the
trajectory of Marx’s early thought, responds to the dualistic misinterpretations arising from Al-
thusser’s “epistemological break,” and also provides solid theoretical support for analyzing labor-
capital conflicts in contemporary forms of capitalism.
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