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Abstract

As the core ideological carrier for humankind to perceive nature and define self-positioning, natural
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philosophy has profoundly shaped the developmental trajectories of Eastern and Western civiliza-
tions as well as the interaction modes between humans and nature. Adopting literature-based re-
search and comparative research as primary methods, this paper systematically sorts out the origins
and core connotations of Eastern and Western natural philosophy, and conducts an in-depth analysis
of their pivotal discrepancies, historical limitations and contemporary complementarity. The re-
search indicates that Eastern natural philosophy originated from the Five-Elements Theory and cen-
ters on the view of “harmony between human and nature”. It lays emphasis on holistic induction and
harmonious coexistence. Western natural philosophy derives from the elemental ontology of the Io-
nian School in ancient Greece, takes the “separation of human and nature” as its core, and prioritizes
rational reduction and the exploitation of nature. Marked disparities exist between the two traditions
in cognitive logic, value orientation and practical influences, while they feature prominent contempo-
rary complementarity. The harmony-oriented essence of Eastern thought can rectify the anthropo-
centric tendency of Western philosophy, and Western rational spirit can make up for the deficiencies
in Eastern ideology. Accordingly, this paper proposes that the construction of a modern view on na-
ture ought to realize exchanges and mutual learning between the harmonious essence of “harmony
between human and nature” and the rational spirit of “separation of human and nature”. On the basis
of modern anthropocentrism, humans should exert subjectivity while abiding by natural laws, so as
to provide insights into resolving contemporary ecological crises and achieving the sustainable devel-
opment of human society.
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MASRIRG SRR, BREHSIFES 5AESE RS 1 R a5 . R, 2 s FE e p e
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