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Abstract

Within the ongoing debates on justice theory in modern society, the reconfiguration of the relation-
ship between fairness and efficiency has consistently remained a central issue. In A Theory of Justice,
Rawls employs thought experiments based on the “original position” and the “veil of ignorance” to
overcome the theoretical dilemma inherent in classical utilitarianism, where fairness was subordi-
nated to efficiency, and thereby constructs a theoretical framework of “justice as fairness.” This the-
ory takes the premise that “the individual is an end” as its ultimate moral foundation; relying on the
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ethical reasoning derived from the “original position” and the “veil of ignorance,” it establishes a
moral basis for both fairness and efficiency. Furthermore, by contrasting this approach with schools
such as utilitarianism and libertarianism, it establishes a value hierarchy wherein “fairness takes
precedence over efficiency,” thereby delineating clear moral boundaries for efficiency. However, in
response to critiques from contemporary thinkers such as Rawls’ opponents within the liberal tra-
dition, the contemporary legitimacy of prioritizing fairness over efficiency requires continued and
profound reflection. In summary, the constructive logic underlying Rawls’s A Theory of Justice rep-
resents the most robust response by the mainstream contemporary liberalism to the pressing ques-
tions of our era; the establishment of any contemporary order of fairness and justice must neces-
sarily respect this principle.
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