Advances in Philosophy #2£3Ef&, 2026, 15(9), 204-210 Hans X
Published Online September 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.159439

FILFME T EEENHTREE

(483 BREEZR
WSRO SR, B AT

Wk H . 20264F8 100 FHER: 20264F9H1H; &AAHM: 20264F9H11H

R

AR EEFENBSEBEZERR, RERRARBLRE RAXANROER . A XKESTE
PlEEFERR, SFEFTATRRRBIME EFRE T IMLEEFENRERML, HrlekEEE
HABTTE, WNETEF FLEEENSAENE, RARI LI TRER. RN, 4
RPNk JE & FEIELHMEGRRWBE T ZA2H BT BN SRR . 22 TEFERANLET, 3
AL S5 & T T RA BOURER S 3 A i AR B3, TR RN R AR ES W 38 5 R i A =0
. I-NERE, hik “F&7 N—FE e 5 RN —Fegask.

XK ia
PAEEE, TLAY, FE¥EA, BAES

Rethinking the Industrial Reserve Army in
the Context of the Gig Economy

Meiheriban Yaermaimaiti

School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, Urumgqi Xinjiang

Received: August 10, 2026; accepted: September 1, 2026; published: September 11, 2026

Abstract

The transformation in the form and operational logic of the contemporary industrial reserve army
constitutes the core foundation for understanding the process of capital accumulation and employ-
ment relations. Drawing on Marx’s theory of the industrial reserve army and incorporating the de-
velopmental features of the gig economy, this paper re-examines the evolving forms of the contem-
porary industrial reserve army, analyzes the reorientation of its operational logic, explores the con-
temporary conditions under which it emerges within the gig economy, and ultimately investigates
potential pathways toward its emancipation. This study argues that the contemporary industrial
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reserve army is undergoing a structural transition, expanding from its traditional base among the
unemployed to a broader diffusion across diverse social strata. With the growing prominence of the
gig economy, the formation of the contemporary industrial reserve army is no longer determined
solely by fluctuations in labor market supply and demand; rather, it takes place simultaneously
within the sphere of employment itself and within the domain of family reproduction. This dual
process of invisibilization has transformed the notion of “reserve” from a fixed identity into a per-
sistent condition.
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JERBERE, JLF T Ak T G U LR L 7 b5 26 5t I AR R B SR M A AR e AR
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Lyl B BUR Bt A i 5 Oz, AT SO N AP SR I 27 70 E1 8PS .2 B 1
AU, KT B AR S SR IREG R I 57 3 U REAR RIZRIE 146K EIMIRORE, TR B 55X 55 9730
WIRFAE 7 95 8 o 3K B 2R AR 1 i AR AR 57 B 7 i 37 o (I () 3N 5 sk sk, S A
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IS H A SRS RO SR . XR5TER M LT 57 30 DOl AR s DL &, (X — i RR PR
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BT T3 s % 2 LB RO E RIS (EHLE], BUA R B A 7 e R R I T B
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W NTEMIE 6 5E TR E 2 METRR, BHMNEMGTERERR, REZTHEZA5
A ORBE ) IE Rl (R A 157 AR, T & JeidoleE B B 80 5 2K H [ 2 DR 57 3 fR 57 55 [20]. 5
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