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Abstract

The metaphor of the “Islands of the Blessed” has not received significant attention from contemporary
Plato scholars; instead, it is often dismissed as a form of irony or Socratic humor. Yet, for a thinker
who placed such high value on the education of the youth—whether in the ideal city-state or in the
actual Athens—the existence of these “Islands of the Blessed” was, in fact, essential. They appear at
the end of Book VII of The Republic, in a context that also references the Allegory of the Cave—a
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metaphor introduced at the very beginning of the same book. Interpreting these metaphors at the
beginning and end of the book in conjunction with one another offers a way to understand the sig-
nificance of the “Islands of the Blessed.” Spatially, the “Islands” represent a setting where a commu-
nity of philosophers can engage in genuine dialogue, embodying the most desirable form of happi-
ness for the philosopher—a state where the inner self and the external world are in harmony. Tem-
porally, the “Islands” signify an accumulation of educational efforts passed down through genera-
tions, a process through which philosophers achieve a form of indirect “rule.” Functionally, the “Is-
lands” make it possible for philosophers to sustain the education of the broader populace. Thus, the
tension between the philosopher and the city-state is balanced through education.
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1. EEBISUER S ZEME iR

SEAE I (Blessed Isles) — ] [ 15 St /E A& I 1EFR A “Elysium” , H 7 % & 15 % 8 HMoovrediov
(Elysion pedion), = A “HRtEFAR” o “FIR2ZH” o FHEMUE T, XS HMEME NG R, &
— RIS 2T IR . SEAR SR AR R, AT R R A ) BRI 3T Lk A I R IR
o MERT S ARPEERAE, SRR, AR B R IR TR N, (F A B T ) D B IR
XEW PR IARH T, X A E S RS, TSR (1], XA A S PR SR W A AR E A H B
FE T MBI AR SR, 2 AaR A X AN (B R SRS 4. WA, W SRR AR B N R AR R T
TG TR TN IR, X2 2 A s B X MR A R, TR R, @RI, =53
BARZTFHESN, UHRHAE (AR XAMEIRIES b R, A BTt L ssfg
AR FIOE 3 —— 7 S o IR NEET TR 38 5. TEIR UM, &G ST 58 A iR A 4r B 6%
WA MEDAR, BFGREE T rmh B E CEWNER, BT M ER R R — AR S,
AR R “ A8 57 AR — N, G — AU TR TR, X — Rk
PUESERE, SO — RO B W ARG SN [2] . B R s iy 0 S 0 28/ i B R AT vk BB 2 M 1
A i) 24 B B AT BEAR,  Re A N FRATER MRS 5 38 N 2 IRl 55K ¢ R BB — 2848 K [3].

P s SR AR, (0 DLBR AR AT R B O IR R UE P R B A R . 7 B 24 (2RI
TR REE, SR, o TIXF PR EE[4] [5]. (N0 BRIR S SCAER AR T B AR R,
KMGEH T (BRAHED) MR [6]. BEAT MG S M a s hi . DARMmT R (HA
) B AR R EE LA R SEAR B [3] [7]-[9]. BIAEE A ROKEMR, RIRAIE S RE[10]. A A [H]
I T RO T BE = AN 7 T B AR SEAR & T ANSR AT Ig 28 0], A RPRES:, I B E i
WAV o I — ff R A DG~ IS H 1) 37 2% S ik

VIR, (FREE) F-UEHRET I EE S G RA I AT . EERT —4K
PEREHEIAREAFTELLFEH T UTFR I RGHEIEY ] “S 50057 5 20 k8 X HEHIE
AT RS, BieT LU B ICSE R 15 IO ST . R RIS R, A “AbATE R
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I B 2805, L0 20036 (5 At A 138 3ok 4 e R SR A R 2 6 BN 44 T AT — DI DGR I AR 1, T — ELARA]
BT EARL, W0 Z0a A I A AR P AR —FE Y, A NARITRLE AR A BE e i R AN A
N, WMATE s — 7T, ERZBHEN T, AT REEERESE L, S—m, 2454
KT, MM N AUN T &P & FERIRIRF S5 M 2, I H o8 7B RSN T 400, it
TR, AR AR EZE, MR AN — AR FEE: I AR DX Ry
R EE HAMIBLAZAMATIX RN, AR 2 A 3 i i AR A SN E B2 5, il
ATV A 8 B B B A IR L SR AR S B RS . T LA S SO AT S L & R S FE I 22 &, DA
FOHATAR B, iSOG AR VAR EIRG T ERENE R, Iz B R, mREA, Wz Z=H—
se ARG — RN 7 [11]

LB, TAERFRTRRE RS FEY, XTURENAN; KB, S5+ AEmRIRFES
I PIgs, AP ARVFITAE AR B [11]. PIAL R RBEAH I A X 4 3248 5 A R Im B IR Rk, &5
& Gu il o (B 5 A el {6 T ST X0t Mk DAARRE IR ] DA A LIPS 28 830 N o 324 By 5 S5 3R AR,
HARFE T BBEBUAGR AT N AR AL THE, 248 5 SR AA17E 8 Bt 2 5 T e 2 1 2
R ASCHRUE N E I H B J7 SNFIE SR AR SEAR By I NEBCE s, g8 % AR oG T [a) 4%
R 1T 8[8].

2. EERE5HE

AT BB =A T 55—, AN AL ITRN Z 5 f B BRI 55—, mENE TGRSR E
WRAE I NS A B =, R SR SR BUA RS 2R AMER L. Rk, AWieitaiiis
A E S IR N R EAT ST, EA8 B2 B RSO 8 a0, —H LA
AR N 208 RO A0 1 7 B 45 1

21 HEZWHEY

HHAGWRE? £ ALRETHREENZ F RGBT R, KRS bR,
HUEH BT A e /R, AR AT SRR aria it Q2 b€ 1 AT SXRE FRHE R 28R 5538 B
NEHE UL, HERATRERN, B HE, BRI FL b, AWM RS, BRER -ERAHR
RHH, 0 2 X I U B RAT A IR . A S o2 sl K [11]. e300, TR ERH
BHERE, HE AWM BT ERKFH@23el). KA ZTET AVIERK “LH” T,
FE PRGN T RE A —FE 24K T A (489c1).

FEE S CEMITLBIEE R, Md BAR AR S5 T H0F o AR T K BH AN 2 I AR ATA IR,
FLEIT R A R T HE N R —— R IR E A RAIROAER R, W2 R[], SE2D 5
Fre s A B I I v R AL T RS HE LU A SR Z AR R [8] . ZJm, M B I3RS S
B A RE IR R R, RE R AN B AN A R i AE ], I EAWGE ETFREK(519d1), )5
SR (XA P AR 5 35 A A T RS i Gt it TAR, BRI a3k e) 17— Rtk geia
PR AR T A —— R . TR TR LR A 57 FLIT A6 0E T T ARh 2 BRI FR R I 2 B R Ry
B, SR IR USRI E ORGP B LA S AR LA BL BRSO A FE B FhA R, SR e AT
AR Z, WA WAE FORBEE T AR, A Sl f “HE IR 8
FE— i CREFEILER T SRR S R SR AR B AR A AR R M,
XN — RS2 2. A, R S5HARE eSS T IE XE T BN EmMET . s —
BTN, 15 SCE AR IN RS B2 SME RS2l T SEAT 15 3, A2 PR N I SCAS B At i — e 2 i o

’
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BN BT IR R N AT 2T W E M SR AZ A DRPIRE, ZIEHEN S ZHRERI AL
L2 WA N2 5E AN FIR (1] #T, EARX T 2B B R, AR TR el F AR e = I &
Pt REVERLIRIR . HRIZIFA LT RJEH, 2R R ERRAER AL, T ZEHMAEEN)
Kid, KEBHRZAR, FMEIFARMITIREM[0]. S, N THIKE, SERANHE, Fads
FoAt 7 N B TR R RS AN TS ) BEER NI 32 U B A R WA G — A, DRI T S A & 20 AN 2 A 42
WARE S BUTR R AEZ 3, PR O P NI T SOIAh AU I SE A 2 47 N [11] o A2 SRR XS S A7 AE
TR — 73, EIX HE B R 5 % B 8 SATH AN “4tif 7, thRmEEZR NG —
FRABLT 27 el — P 2 AR A o SRR (R 2 AR A AT Hob B0, I HAth 5 2R D 0 B A 8210 75 3K,
T AR 6 B VR UIE L SEAE 2 — 6 SR S E T S IE P 2 BWIHR T

22. ANEERS

Bk, “RIET ERREA - MOISMEERC R WAIRZIA AT, AREEE R O
NIW7= o TN TR I AL UG FIWT . % 1 B 22 HEAIN N — AR 3H - KB “ 55 A2
BXCERATEET S, AR I P SE AR R I AR, T2 2 S AR A S L A Y, —
AMELAIR BRI N, BIRAT B B USRS, AITCIEN A X RR R 1 3 3L A AT .
BeE 2, BRENATGEXE FRKSC BRI E “ MR AT NRRATTE . A B IR AT ER
gia S B ANME— AT B bR, 8 NRRAIGRTTT, fERZH0N 8 BN FE A58 BUAIRS
HARAENE BB SCSE, M Assh W IR AR AR TR A aR i, B ASHaIFA
e MERFFIEZE, MRAMIAAKERIE. XYW, HABUGSE NERZAFEK S TR
JURBIYEHS, HIARERIR Al IERAERE, “SmE7 MESCHRII K. 3288 B AR TRX
XS ST, AR AN B FFEUA LLG 2 AR IR . 8 AR BUA IR S RN 22 A3 Z ) (R R A M RALE
—J5i, WNBLAEENIR, ABYHE . EMRFES FTUE: 505, AL aU0RE — > aevsak
SN R ARG IR 5 4k 10 (] SR By PTaRIE I, I RIRXA “JBAT AL 55 AN
AET HIATRENE . MR 7Ot 4 (BRARED) fEIRFBIEAR N, RN B H AL SR, R
a0 5 ORI Z AR NSRS A 4 B AT SRS N WA AL SR, &
N 22 A BOR BAT ARSI, A5 AR)E T3 B A SRR MIBGATEIZ . S48 B BRI AN 2 22 T X
B IRENT MR IR A R T B ERGR M AE T TEIE R FOE AR K, R
PRSI R4 (R 5 o

MR TS5 L7, “TRIRI” DR R 2 R IR DU, AR X AR g sk,
NENBURAER, ATEUE R RN 8, (i R A E A X — A ARy, A4
HRRTIRTCVE RS L, 2R By TR A2 NSEJE RO EE, i A2 3 22 S R AAAEA QPR I 18]
JESE. PNAEIBRISHE “BAMT RN, HEAALE RN EIFEE AN RIER A “ iR
IR - BT - BENSEAG S 7, W2 R - R BRI - 2 A A TR [R] I 4ERE T 2 3 H) 4 - BL
SEAR E RALX ARSI A AE T o IR AT AL AR S50, AR S U AN A A RERY
WRFR I BRI  AE R 2 SEUA Z A ST, a5 i R 2 30E T g2 Rl ..
oHEGEK, FEL S AHEE-CEERERICL IR, TR TCE 5 b 7e: HIE
i NBEABEAGR S B AR 2, th AN BE G 5 B AR X2 b

3. FEBHE5E AXER G
IO RS W (AR AR, K CBRIERIE BRI I AT,
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I AR B e A D S 2 SOR IR R FAR IR X — i, MARR Em S5 F T 20, FOHeEA
N RS B FEPROR B MR 4E R EH, LR R IR

31 BARGEHLEN

TESE — B RV IE SR I, TRA% R 270 5 DA NHEAT 7O, T S o A 5 R 4 5 128 40 P oxt
TEAE T B —A, XA R R4 5 B 7 15 138 m] LR N — & IRz B AN bl oa ki, SN
HENE, WRHBEBVRFRLE L PR S 2 — A E XM, T8 538 AR F S 2 b H A
BN 3R (A0 ERR), AR FT DAHEAR B2 1815 2 N 5 B AR IMAESE M A B2 b B 280, b anfiier]
PR SCT R+ 2 (B8 L6 IS PR BN ZE Pk IR BV B4 T E H A 56 &) [12]» AT B 78 24 %
BHEMIAE, FmRR g S E NS AR AL RN — AR “IBA, IR, &IRFHFHEAN,
AR — AR RN, SR — I GaX 5T, MR (CBAR) ZR5X A0 B AN O 7 TH i 5
Hh—MREEF RN, BESIAABENG 2 5 E RS ? R EAX AN A, KTE T TR
FAG—FpREER, EIRER, & EIRAAER—AH HIR AN ES AR BE B  — AN F 5 (B
RERSME BT Uit MR sk H AR L, JEAA GERF) Wil 8 S AN —FEst RN (50
—HEERERSEE . WA R, MEIRIE, XA L. 7 (349e10-350a10)

MK, TR AR ST ININ R 26 02 W5 DUWIE 06 . BEMIE LN, ARG ATA N, 1 H A
BRI AREEAS R N, TS ORI N B S AR R B A A BE RS S AR RN, B SRR . i
Ui, X TEEBE-TTHRZMAKE, hERZELIEASH X R 2R, (HEARRSATA LS
X1H N AR R T TR A, R 7 B e NEAI[12] e S AN A ST/ E N NE T2
HOU: “ORIEVHBAEE” , MREXIHE AR, REMR TR R, Koy
A O SE R A IS L A 2 B SR I, 040 ) 45 At 2 s |5, k)
T A R LR RS T IX AN AR R AR\E: 2B 2 41N(351¢7 353a8) . AN 2] 1) FLH TE vk AL K
T 27 R 3 ) 4 1) 2 SR T A B B R B R AN T R I, X AR S SR 3 — P RO I FR 2, (RS 3
WX A 0 SR R B i >R A E T R BT A 52 (R D 7R T S K 72, AN, X2 RO o 3 N3
Fll, HREEAWHE BN L FR[13]. R A B ELRT 75 B 20 — Mo, B EEGE R IE
— AN ANWHAT, B, BREREINGSKENEIG. MR Y, RFeiE s — M ARE
ARIIRE AN o EAMY —A N TR ERR SR BB, 055 2 ARSI R B BB & 213 DARRSE . (R,
AP BUR AR AT LAGUIR TR, 2 G A R f5 5285 XA R AL g nl 1590
M, FHE, RIFBURIFEAAET & IR S E T RZHEMA, IR 4R A0 15
3L S, i H AR A B8 i 108 3= kSRR A — P A 153 22 S AR b T v SR R fa s, B
MM PRAGE, TAnh B EE, @il BE R T HE W Z 54K, —J7H, SRR
A RATARBLI—FE, T2EFEAAEK, TEEACHE RIS DEM T RGN A AR, HEK
TEPERIZR PG o TR R RS R B = AR BRA PT DARR RSN, A AT TR 75 0 73 DU 1 B AT DU L B2,
{ERE R R BE TR, AR DA 7 SORAE T AR A PR A AT B2, FEE Har i #2 /e 2
PEVROR % Z AR RN, ARRARI A BIRBE R T TR, I HAS B 2 [ 5 380 AR v T DL I
BRLAIXFEN “SEARE” RAERR —F0l. X TH%ME, W AR—MAEKRMRFERSE, AR —HEZ
BEMAE KA, & 75 EA7 IR A 13 DA SR R, X R A I 7 ) SR AR B R,
TR DA TEALACTE, Vi T ZE SR L I 2 M FEA f o P RE— v Tt X ANRRmE, S
U2 FE AT B 2 e — FEOARAE, W T — R B, WA AR “SEMRE7 RS HEEEE
BYIT, IXFER) AR B85 — B2 R # v] DA I
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3.2. FiEEHHIER

EERRAE IR R AR B, BRI TR IR A N B AR R B E RO (5 2
Bl Hih). K, 2485 5TNECRARE T EE ANRERE -, A NI LA ERE —EXE,
R K BB UERR R “X1E 7 A 22 i

P [0 B4 L A X v, ARG, AR IR AT R R A T SRR B O, TR KOs AR B A
RIS I, ZHAREE B R ERZ AR, X2 R 5. Ry R LAt s fll $72 ] FR) AR
V. FUAEIERGE I NA A FR, B TR AR U R 17 1A U BATT IR 1A
AL A AR DB B AL AR L, ER R A, (BRI A G IO 4, TTEZ 2
KA TR IRMA & RN 8L, —DMFREHT - MEEREFR R RL . 2KBHNE
SE VEAL P EAG LLRER AT, AT Pl . il M AT, A2 JATER i 6], M (U A BEFH
FJOCIRNE T 5T AR 7, AERXMALEE T I C B IR R 18, WIGIE A HOE R ORI il . i
—IFaRHE ORI E LI 5, B Th R 32 S R S 55 1 2 A1 45 AN e MOFE 11 B 6f 2 il 1) 0 119
—BERBEN, WA BN ERERILI S, CAREE R BRA EIEXIERER, Mk
ATXE, PGB R AR XS A HAHARAE 7 [6]. PFHIEVERIRE ) 50 B BER R RE 0 B B4t — 1
HER, AR B, M0 EUOE A, SR RO 2R SRR A R AR TS5 AR T A TR AN A
B2 AN i B Bl B B I T A 0 v B R s g B R 5] [11] [14]. — MU S B SHIRHA
XA AR EHOE A B U A . R R, RITAE, JF R IR B BRI B, X
i EAE ROR BN T 5 H OO FA ST BLR % 78 R B A AT RERE[6]. RS — i, MG
SIFRIEE R 22 B AR ), XA 18 BRI TR R S [14]. 5 Kk, FERMAE, B2 7E
“SEAEE T B, R AT RS A X R A AT RENE . B E RN, RENS IR R M KR
MBS, AR OR PG T R M Al — AN AR, XA R 32 A G0 e S A 7 280 A 03 B AN
FE 3y F RN [15] o LBl AN E HR AT BE 05 R BRI B 002 A — S K B TEORE T A R K 754
— XRS5 AL TR S ELAT 3 A — S O N A RIRAR AR R LB Z5], BOSATEE A
BN E B R G (AR B ), WX AR A CFE IR (B s i d) . R KER N EN
fBATE BRI A 5 40 R 2 AR M AP (R Gy 3 I i ), i DABATT SR i E O 3 1 A4 (Bl 45
1) [8]. EIFRAMIN, B E T AR ESLRIEY), ERAME A ERA X5, W5 E W B SR
Wi E PR e FEs ORI AR itk BRI A AT 23 ol REE AR X 3 S 2 e M ir ), M (7
IRTFIAE)ZH e TN TER A, FEEAE 8 LA DL — X, BUONAE 30 $222] 1 5 EXHERIEZ
J&, FL R B R B 7 S B 5%, T EL IR E 248 DU e R B ESEAR B b SEAR B NI b
IR A NSRRI A, AbAT] 22 TR0 36 30 138 AN W 3t B 5 O, 3 0 7 i 3 R ) S B N KSR
5 WNFERSERE . FERFIE) b, SEAR B SE S 0f MK T A FRIRAACE KB Z NMAE WA, A B0
NHIWLE ARG & — O R BRI 46

SE

[11 [H& RIS, REZEIM]. o, . kst ARSI HifkE:, 2015.
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