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Abstract

The expansion of technological rationality into digital media, platform governance, and everyday
communication creates new tensions for Habermas’s non-instrumental principle of communicative
rationality. This article focuses on the non-instrumental principle of communicative rationality and
examines the principle through three steps. First, it clarifies the relation between communicative
action and validity claims. Second, it introduces Foucault’s analysis of micro-power as an analytical
resource for identifying subtle mechanisms that shape communication, rather than treating it simply
as arejection of communicative rationality. Third, it proposes the concept of “digital communicative
rationality” and explores how algorithmic transparency, data justice, and platform responsibility
can supplement the validity claims in digital environments. The article argues that communicative
distortion in digital settings is no longer limited to direct manipulation among participants; it also
arises from the prior shaping of communicative conditions through information ranking, data pro-
cessing, and platform rules. Accordingly, the validity requirements of communicative rationality
must extend beyond discourse content to the conditions of communication: truth should include
verifiable information sources and appropriate algorithmic explanation, rightness should address
fairness in data processing and rule-making, and sincerity should include platforms’ responsibility
to disclose their technological interventions. This reconstruction preserves the normative core of
communicative rationality while improving its capacity to respond to contemporary digital commu-
nication.
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