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Abstract

The core issue of Marx’s theory of needs lies in revealing two different logics of need satisfaction.
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Under the logic of capital, needs are incorporated into the orbit of capital accumulation and reduced
to means and instruments of value valorization. In contrast, the human logic to which Marx points
takes the free and all-round development of human beings as its fundamental purpose, requiring
needs to return to their authentic state and become the confirmation and realization of human es-
sential powers. Based on Marx’s theory of needs, this paper discusses three dimensions: the alien-
ated state of needs under the logic of capital, the authentic state of needs under the human logic,
and the possibility and necessity of the transition from the former to the latter. It clarifies that this
transition is both an inevitable result of the development of productive forces and an objective need
for the all-round development of human beings.
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