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Abstract

Digital technologies are extending human dependence from the traditional “dependence on things”
toward a new form of “dependence on data.” Drawing on Marx'’s theories of alienated labour and
commodity fetishism, this article interprets data dependence as a new manifestation of reified
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social relations under conditions of datafication, platformization and algorithmization. It explains
how data, after being aggregated by platforms and processed by algorithms, can turn from the prod-
uct of human activity into a force that feeds back into and shapes human cognition, labour and eve-
ryday life. By engaging research on digital labour, surveillance capitalism and algorithmic power,
the article proposes to reassert human development as the normative yardstick, regulate data and
algorithmic power, and strengthen the capacities of digital subjects.
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