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Abstract

Focused on the classic metaphysical opposition between teleology and mechanism in modern West-
ern philosophy, this paper examines how Hegel resolves this opposition within his system of logic.
Although the mechanistic worldview possesses an enlightening significance in opposing the scho-
lastic theological teleology, mechanism remains merely a superficial and impoverished description
of natural phenomena, not the truth of the objective world. Kant introduces the concept of “internal
purposiveness” as a supplement to the rigid and narrow mechanistic approach to the study of
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nature, but this subjective reconciliatory solution proves to be merely a makeshift arrangement.
Hegel, by radically transforming traditional formal logic, elevates logic into a living spiritual life
endowed with concrete content. Within such a logical system, reason is capable of knowing the un-
conditioned, the untruth of mechanism is thereby disclosed, and teleology is established as a genu-
ine cognition in which existence corresponds to its concept. This approach offers a more effective
philosophical path for contemporary critiques of instrumental reason and reflections on the degen-
eration of Enlightenment reason into mere understanding.
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