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Abstract

As one of the core concepts in Marx'’s theoretical system, the “human essence” is a highly complex
issue that urgently calls for clarification. On the basis of critically inheriting and transforming He-
gel’s and Feuerbach’s theories of human essence, Marx takes the species essence of human beings
as the logical point of departure, regards “species” as a distinctive conceptual category constitutive
of human nature, and explores human life in depth in search of concrete paths toward human eman-
cipation. He puts forward the proposition that “human essence is the ensemble of social relations,”
and develops his understanding of human essence on the basis of the “real human being.” In doing
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so, Marx further elucidates the ultimate orientation of the question of human essence, namely, the
realization of human emancipation and the attainment of the free and all-round development of
human beings, thereby establishing a systematic theory of human essence. Although Marx’s formu-
lations concerning human essence vary across different periods of his theoretical development,
they should neither be regarded as parallel propositions nor understood as mutually negating one
another. Rather, they constitute a progressive theoretical development centered on the realization
of human emancipation.
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