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Abstract

This paper aims to explore Heidegger’s aesthetic thought through a phenomenological approach,
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focusing primarily on his work The Origin of the Work of Art. It discusses how the artwork serves as a
site for the “happening of truth,” thereby transcending the subject-object dichotomy characteristic of
traditional philosophical thinking. By contrasting Heidegger’s views with Plato’s aesthetic theory of
mimesis, the paper highlights the uniqueness of Heidegger’s thought and his innovative perspective
on the relationship between art and truth. The paper also reviews the scholarly debates surrounding
Van Gogh'’s A Pair of Shoes, arguing that the significance of Heidegger’s interpretation lies not in iden-
tifying the shoes’ owner, but in the ontological value of the artwork as a locus where truth occurs.
Finally, the paper examines the implications of Heidegger’s aesthetics for contemporary art and the
critique of technology, while offering an outlook on future research directions. The central argument
is that, for Heidegger, the essence of art lies neither in mimesis nor in subjective expression, butin the
self-manifestation and unconcealment (aletheia) of the truth of Being.
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