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Abstract

Digital fetishism represents a new alienated form of commodity fetishism in the era of digital capi-
talism, emerging from the combined effects of capitalist logic, technological logic and social psycho-
logical logic. With the deep integration of big data, algorithms and the platform economy, digital ob-
jects such as data, traffic and algorithms have gradually developed mysterious power to dominate
human subjects. They obscure social labor relations between people, thereby triggering a series of
modernity dilemmas including subject alienation, reification of social relations and distortion of
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value systems. Based on Marxist critical theory of fetishism, this paper systematically interprets the
theoretical origin and generative mechanism of digital fetishism, analyzes its four core realistic
manifestations: data fetishism, traffic fetishism, algorithmic fetishism and platform fetishism, and
reveals the nature of implicit exploitation by digital capital. Finally, from three dimensions includ-
ing technological regulation, prevention of unregulated capital expansion and activation of subjec-
tive consciousness, this paper explores systematic paths to transcend digital fetishism. It aims to
realize positive coexistence between digital technologies and the all-round development of human
beings, and foster a new form of sound and orderly digital civilization.
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