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Abstract

To clarify the original meaning and theoretical significance of the concept of “real human beings,”
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this article takes Marx’s critique and transcendence of the abstract humanism in German classical
philosophy as its theoretical starting point. Based on a systematic review of relevant research at
home and abroad, it employs close textual analysis, contextual reconstruction, and logical integra-
tion to examine the argumentative structure and layers of meaning of the category “real human be-
ings” in three key works: the “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844” (hereafter referred
to as the “Manuscripts”), “Theses on Feuerbach” (hereafter referred to as the “Theses”), and “The
German Ideology” (hereafter referred to as “The Form”). Research shows that the development of
this concept within the texts is not a linear, teleological progression. The “Manuscripts” still retain
Feuerbach’s terminology of species-being and remain embedded in humanistic logic; the “Theses”
establish the standpoint that human essence is defined by social relations; and “The Form” com-
pletes the shift from humanistic logic to productive logic as the dominant framework of argumen-
tation. At its core, the concept embodies the dialectical unity of practicality, historicity, and sociality,
forming both the logical starting point of historical materialism and a textual hub within the original
Marxist corpus. Clarifying its original meaning and theoretical value offers valuable insights for
Marxist studies and Chinese practice at the level of primary sources.
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