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Abstract

Dialectical negation is a central category within Marx’s materialist dialectics that integrates ontology,
the view of history, and methodology. It is neither an external destruction of existing entities nor a
logical deduction arising from the self-movement of abstract concepts; rather, it represents a con-
crete mechanism through which real-world contradictions drive the renewal, transformation, and
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development of things within practical activities. Using the principle of negation as a thread, this arti-
cle examines the theoretical position of dialectical negation within the theoretical spectrum of dialec-
tics, traces its conceptual transformation—from Hegel’s notion of “negation of negation” to Marx’s
practical materialism—and elucidates its intrinsic nature from three dimensions: self-negation, de-
velopment and interconnection, and sublation. Building on this analysis, the article argues that dia-
lectical negation constitutes a critical transcendence over metaphysical abstract identity and the in-
tuitive ontology characteristic of old materialism, revealing its role as the theoretical foundation for
the methodology of materialist dialectics. Dialectical negation requires grasping contradictions
within specific historical conditions and advancing practice through the unity of inheritance and in-
novation; it thus provides an explanatory philosophical framework for understanding social institu-
tional change, cultural development, and human self-liberation.
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